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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
19  5 9 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
borough  council  of  hemel  HEMPStEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
AND  Thf,  URBAN  L>ISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1959.  The 
form  of  the  Report  is  similar  to  those  of  previous  years  and  includes 
a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the  Division.  The 
sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing 
and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and 
compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted. 

The  vital  statistics  showed  the  usual  small  annual  variations.  The 
infant  and  total  death  rates  for  the  area  were  a little  higher  than  for 
1958  and  the  birth  rate  a little  lower.  The  changes  in  the  major  causes 
of  death,  which  were  without  statistical  significance,  showed  a minor 
increase  in  the  rates  for  cancer  and  respiratory  diseases  and  an  equally 
minor  decrease  in  the  rate  for  heart  and  circulatory  diseases. 

The  community  suffered  little  from  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
apart  from  Measles.  There  was  a complete  absence  of  Polio,  a reduction 
in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  but  a slight  increase  in  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  Borough.  The  epidemic  of  Measles  affected  all  districts  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  a relatively  trivial  illness  with  a dispropor- 
tionately high  nuisance  value. 


It  was  widely  accepted  by  medical  authority  in  the  past  that 
climate  played  an  important  part  in  the  causation  and  treatment  of  many 
diseases.  Less  emphasis  may  now  be  placed  on  the  importance  of 
climate  in  relation  to  disease,  but  it  still  exercises  an  important  influence 
on  health,  if  health  is  considered  in  terms  of  well-being.  In  this  concept 
the  greatest  single  factor  which  influenced  the  health  of  the  community 
last  year  must,  surely,  have  been  the  glorious  summer  everyone  enjoyed 
and  which  made  everyone  feel  that  little  bit  better.  Its  effect  carried 
on  into  the  winter  when  there  seemed  to  be  fewer  colds  among  the 
population,  less  upper  respiratory  infection  and  fewer  general  aches  and 
pains.  Surgeries  in  the  winter  were  certainly  less  crowded,  indeed  a 
family  doctor  told  me  he  had  not  had  such  an  easy  winter  for  many 
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years  and  fervently  hoped  the  experience  would  often  be  repeated.  It  is 
a hope  we  all  share  with  him. 


Even  a hot  summer  is  not  without  potential  danger  for  epidemics 
of  polio  occur  in  summer  and  autumn  and  appear  to  be  more  prevalent 
and  widespread  when  the  summer  is  hot  and  dry.  Perhaps  it  was 
purely  fortuitous  we  escaped  polio;  perhaps  we  can  give  a little  credit 
to  the  success  of  the  polio  vaccination  campaign. 


In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  their 
kindly  consideration  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to 
health,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  help  and 
co-operation,  and  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  loyal 
support. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Health  Department, 

“ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road, 
Hemel  Hempstead. 

July,  1960 . 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H, 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates— R.S.H.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.:  Housing  Management 

— Institute  of  Housing) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert,  r.s.h.and  s.i.e.j.b. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  C.  Sweet,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates— R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  LaIDMAN,  CERT.  R.S.H.AND  S.T.E.J.B.,  F.A.L.P.A. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  Sanderson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.inst.p.c.,  m.inst.b.e. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1959 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 
31st  December,  1959  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1959  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1959/60  ... 


7,193  acres 
49,000 

15,434 

£797,867 

£3,480 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  

568 

500 

1,068 

Illegitimate 

21 

14 

35 

Total  ... 

589 

514 

1,103 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  22.5. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

16.9. 

L-BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

7 

6 

13 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  11.6. 


DEATHS: 

Males  175,  Females  168 

C rude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


343 

7.0 

1 1.2 
Nil 
0.00 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  13  8 21 

Illegitimate  — — 


Total  ...  13  8 21 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 
Cancer  ... 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.R.  but 
including  syphilis  and  other  V.D.) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


19.0 
19.7 
Nil 
13.6 
1 0.9 
22.4 


2.47 

1.20 

0.98 

0.67 

0.06 

0.04 

0.02 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1959  was 
49,000  as  compared  with  46,390  at  mid- 1958.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  760, 
this  shows  that  1 ,850  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are 
0.75  and  1 .60  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  com- 
parable with  those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high 
factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the 
Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as 
a whole. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,103  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
a decrease  of  4 on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.9  for  the  previous  year  and  16.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers  13  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  a decrease  of  7 on  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
11.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  17.7  for  1958  and 
with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  343 
(175  males,  168  females),  an  increase  of  11  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population — the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  1 1.6. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases,  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  59  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in 
15  instances  was  situate  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  19.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  9.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Linder  1 year 

13 

8 

21 

1 — 5 years 

1 

l 

2 

5—10  years 

1 

1 

2 

aW 

10 — 15  years 

...  ...  ...  — 

1 

1 

1 5—20  years 

1 

1 

2 

20 — 25  years 

2 

— 

2 

25—35  years 

1 

1 

2 

35—45  years 

4 

5 

9 

45 — 55  years 

...  16 

15 

31 

55 — 65  years 

22 

24 

46 

65 — 70  years 

24 

17 

41 

70 — 75  years 

30 

27 

57 

75 — 80  years 

29 

26 

55 

80 — 85  years 

17 

21 

38 

85 — 90  years 

13 

12 

25 

90  years  and  over  ... 

1 

8 

9 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  175 

168 

343 
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Causes  of  Death  1959 




Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

1 

3 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

1 

— 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— • 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  

— 



- — • 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— • 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

— • 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— • 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  

• — • 

— . 

— . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • • 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 

chus  

12 

3 

15 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— ■ 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  

14 

21 

35 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

18 

33 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

29 

22 

51 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

5 

5 

10 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

16 

24 

40 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

7 

11 

18 

22.  Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

23.  Pneumonia  

19 

11 

30 

24.  Bronchitis  

11 

3 

14 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 

tern  

2 

— 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

2 

5 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

4 

— 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 

tion  

— 

— 

— . 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

2 

1 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  

11 

29 

40 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

— - 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents  

6 

— 

6 

35.  Suicide  

6 

3 

9 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

175 

168 

343 

il 


infant  Mortality  in  1959 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

j 2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

— 

| Total  under 

| 4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

i — — — 

3 — 6 months 

1 6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

i 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  mal~ 

formations  ... 

3 

• 

— 

• — - 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

3 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

• — 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

6 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

__ 

— 

■ — 

2 

Haemorrhagic 
disease  of  the 

newborn 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Osteomyelitis  ... 

0 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

14 

1 

— 

15 

2 

3 

— 

1 

21 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

Four  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  supply  the  town  with  water. 
Three  of  these  boreholes  are  of  comparatively  recent  construction  at 
Piccotts  End;  the  other  is  much  older  and  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Each  source  was  sampled  for  bacteriological  examination  before  the 
water  was  chlorinated,  and  chlorinated  samples  were  also  obtained 
from  the  two  reservoirs  at  Adeyfield  and  Boxted  and  from  points  on 
the  distribution  mains,  usually  house  taps.  172  samples  were  taken 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 


Samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken  every  six  months  and 
these  were  satisfactory.  The  water  is  hard  and  complaints  are 
received  of  heavy  “fur”  deposits  in  kettles. 

Development  continued  in  various  parts  of  the  borough  and  seven- 
and-a-half  miles  of  water  distribution  mains  were  laid.  The  average 
daily  consumption  rose  to  2.825  million  gaflons  per  day:  the  very  hot 
summer  no  doubt  accounted  for  some  of  the  increase,  but  as  both 
population  and  industry  continue  to  grow,  an  ever  increasing  consump- 
tion is  to  be  expected. 
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Private  Supplies 

Twenty-three  houses  are  supplied  from  private  wells  or  bores. 
There  was  an  improvement  in  several  of  these  where  previous  sampling 
had  shown  unsatisfactory  results,  and  only  one  out  of  forty-one  samples 
was  adversely  reported  upon. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 


Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

15,175* 

Persons 
50,000  f 

Number  supplied  from  main: 

1.  Direct  

15,145 

49,901 

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

7 

19 

15,152 

49,920 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

23 

80 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer.  t Estimate. 


Water  samples  taken  during  1959 


Description 

of 

Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAM. 

CHEMICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Raw  Water — 
Marlowes  ... 

12 

12 

2 

2 

Piccotts  End 

56 

56 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Chlorinated  .. 

104 

104 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

41 

40 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

18 

18 

Main  Water 


Total  Hardness : 


26  to  29  parts  per  100,000 

gargrreiac  MByaBaittMBMMMMW — — i — i n ran — 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  continued  extension  of  sev/ers  enabled  a further  five  cesspools 
to  be  abolished.  There  are  still  several  unsewered  areas,  particularly 
Felden  and  Bourne  End,  and  the  Council  operate  an  emptying  scheme 
for  which  a charge  is  made. 

A total  of  5,927  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  6,096  yards  of  surface 
water  sewers  was  laid,  mainly  by  the  Council  and  the  Development 
Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  19  37 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

0) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  

182 

123 

12 

— 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

t 8 

7 

the  Local  Authority 

1 o 

/ 

i 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

21* 

62 

5 

— 

TOTAL  

227 

192 

18 

— 

* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

2 (4) 

2 (3) 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective . 

11  0) 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

15  (5) 

18  (3) 

- 

• — 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 

3.  Outworkers: 

76 
79 
5 

160 


Making  wearing  apparel 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper 

Miscellaneous  

Total  ... 
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Ten  new  factories,  including  four  unit  workshops,  were  completed, 
and  more  are  under  construction. 

In  many  cases,  in  addition  to  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act, 
work  is  involved  regarding  canteens,  boiler  houses,  incinerators  and 
petroleum  installations  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Petroleum  Act.  The  number 
of  managements  providing  canteen  facilities  for  employees  is  on  the 
increase. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 73 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Housing  Act  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Council  house  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  58 

Problem  families  and  old  people ...  12 

Water  Supplies 255 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  and  cesspools  434 

Movable-dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  ...  ...  ...  193 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  637 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  523 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ...  ...  ...  68 

Demolitions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Interviews  785 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  852 

Pests  Act— rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  1,610 

Flies  and  insects  ...  . . 236 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,017 

food  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Food  shops  576 

Mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 
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Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  110 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens 82 

Public  Market  foodstalls  521 

Watercress  beds 11 

Food  inspection  visits 80 

Food  and  drug  sampling  50 


Nuisances  Abated : Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Flouses  879 

Movable  dwellings  removed  from  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Canal  boats 14 

Food  premises  280 

Shops  (welfare)  10 

Petroleum  ...  ...  196 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal 

Outstanding 

31.12.58 

51 

Served 

1959 

47 

Completed 

1959 

81 

Outstanding 

31.12.59 

17 

Formal  

1 

8 

9 

■ — 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Informal  (Repairs) 

72 

57 

72 

57 

Formal  (Repairs) 

2 

14 

9 

7 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal 

15 

78 

37 

56 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Informal  ... 

15 

18 

24 

9 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

80 

86 

115 

51 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Informal 

36 

32 

54 

14 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

— 

11 

10 

1 

OTHER  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

7 

11 

13 

5 

279  362  424  217 
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HOUSING 


A further  twenty-three  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  and  not  con- 
sidered capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense,  with  the  result  that 
twenty  demolition  orders  and  three  closing  orders  were  made.  Repairs 
completed  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  dwellings  rendered  them  fit 
for  habitation. 

The  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation  now  own  many 
old  houses,  and  a number  of  informal  notices  have  been  served  in  respect 
of  repairs.  In  an  increasing  number  of  cases  they  are  not  only 
completing  the  items  specified,  but  are  also  carrying  out  extensive  work 
including  redecoration,  both  external  and  internal. 

Far  too  little  use  is  made  of  standard  grants,  but  unfortunately  a 
large  proportion  of  tenants  are  more  concerned  in  maintaining  a low 
rent  level  than  they  are  in  obtaining  added  amenities. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“ This  has  been  by  far  the  most  difficult  year  of  the  post  war  period, 
in  that  only  six  new  houses  were  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  With 
a gap  of  over  twelve  months  in  the  building  programme,  it  has  been 
impossible  to  house  many  people  in  need  of  help  and  others  have  had  to 
wait  a very  long  time  for  the  houses  they  have  been  promised.  In  spite 
of  these  difficulties,  however,  with  the  help  of  a few  properties — twenty- 
three  in  number- -which  became  vacant  during  the  year,  it  was  possible 
to  house  twenty-six  applicants  from  the  waiting  list  and  thirty-nine 
existing  tenants  were  transferred  to  accommodation  more  suited  to  their 
needs. 

“ This  shortage  of  accommodation  has  resulted  in  a curtailment  of 
rehousing  from  unfit  properties;  only  three  such  families  having  been 
rehoused  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Council  plans  to  demolish  nineteen  of  the  temporary  bungalows  to  make 
way  for  permanent  houses,  and  three  of  these  tenants  had  been  rehoused 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

“ With  many  more  houses  under  construction  we  now  look  forward 
to  much  greater  activity  during  the  next  twelve  months.” 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

86 

one,  two  and  three  bedroom 
dwellings. 

253 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated  . 

Nil 

— 

— 

Permanent  Brick  

6 

Two  and  three  bedroom 
dwellings. 

225 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.59  was  as 
follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.59 : 


Site 

Number 

houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

174 

Belswains  Estate  . . . 

186 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

318 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1,  2,  and  3-bedrooms, 
flats,  maisonettes  and  Old  People’s 
Bungalows. 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  completed 
at  31.12.59 : 


Site 

No.  of 
houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Highfield  Scheme  8 ... 

46 

14  old  people’s  bungalows 

16  two-bedroom  and  16 
three-bedroom 

46 

6 

Highfield  Scheme  9 ... 

40 

One-bedroom  flats 

40 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.59 : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Adeyfield  6 

4 

Old  People’s  dwellings 

Beechfield  Scheme  7 . 

12 

One-bedroom  flats 

Highfield  Scheme  7... 

20 

10  maisonettes  and  10  flats 

Highfield  Scheme  10. 

87 

2 and  3-bedroom  dwellings 

Runham  Road 

15 

3-bedroom  dwellings 

Wood  Lane 

30 

3-bedroom  dwellings 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  end  of  1959  1 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

annual  review  early  in  1960) 813 


I am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town:— 


1.  Housing 

1959  saw  741  new  dwellings  completed,  comprising: — 

83  one-bedroom 
257  two-bedroom. 

377  three-bedroom 
24  four-bedroom 


The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  since  designation — 8,478. 


The  741  dwellings  completed 
follows: — 

Adeyfield 

Bennetts  End  

Warners  End 
Gadebridge 

Counters  End  

Town  Centre 


during  year  were  distributed  as 


121 

89 

18 

468 

37 

8 


The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1959 
was  1,180,  allocated  as  follows: — 
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Adeyfield  . . . 
Bennetts  End 
Chaulden  . . . 
Gadebridge 
Town  Centre 


203 

36 

24 

521 

36 

284 

76 


Highfield 


Counters  End 


Seven  hundred  and  sixteen  dwellings  were  newly  occupied  during 
the  year,  making  total  of  newcomers  to  the  town  as  a result  of  the 
Corporation’s  development  to  30,000. 

2.  Industry 

At  the  end  of  the  year  42  new  factories  with  9 extensions  with  a 
total  floor  space  of  1,533,912  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing 
approximately  6,300  people.  One  factory  under  construction — 26,000 
sq.  ft. 


3.  Shops 


By  the  end  of  1959,  154  town  centre  shops  and  110  in  the 
neighbourhoods  had  been  completed  or  were  near  completion. 

4.  Schools 

Two  new  schools  and  2 extensions  completed  (1,120  places)  making 
a total  of  19  + 3 extensions  (7,740  places)  completed.  Three  schools 
(1,440  places)  under  construction. 

5.  Commercial  Offices 

One  new  building  11,661  sq.  ft.  completed  making  a total  of  23 
office  units  totalling  80,621  sq.  ft.  and  employing  approximately  400. 
Under  construction  2 units  62,810  sq.  ft. 

6.  Other  Buildings 

New  three-tier  car  park  nearing  completion.  Odeon  Cinema  in 
course  of  erection,  both  to  be  opened  during  1960. 

A new  Public  House  is  being  erected  near  bus  station  and  during 
1960  Water  Gardens  will  be  started  and  work  commenced  on  the  old 
Harpenden/Hemel  Hempstead  Railway  line  with  the  removal  of  bridges, 
embankment,  etc. 


Caravans 


The  resident  caravans  were  reduced  to  six,  controlled  by  the  Hert- 
fordshire County  Council  Act.  The  diddicoy  van  dwellers  again  visited 
the  Green  Lane  at  Cupid  Green  on  a number  of  occasions,  but  usually 
moved  on  when  requested.  One  man  refused  to  leave  and  was 
prosecuted:  the  Court  imposed  a fine  of  £3. 
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Canal  Boats 


Thirty-two  boats  were  inspected  as  they  passed  along  the  canal: 
only  narrow  boats  are  encountered.  The  standard  of  repair  of  the  boats 
showed  general  improvement,  and  most  defects  were  concerned  with 
ventilation  to  cabins  and  the  state  of  paintwork.  One  boat  was  found 
to  be  grossly  overcrowded,  with  four  adults  and  four  children  occupying 
cabin  space  intended  for  two  adults  and  one  child.  This  offence  was 
quickly  rectified. 


Clean  Air 

The  Council  approved  in  principle  the  establishment  of  smoke 
control  areas  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  borough  in  ten  years.  The 
preliminary  survey  of  the  first  two  areas  was  carried  out.  A total  of 
320  acres  is  involved,  consisting  in  the  main  of  new  Council  or 
Development  Corporation  estates,  together  with  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  and  a 
few  older  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene 

The  four  years  since  the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions have  been  concerned  largely  with  ensuring  that  food  premises  and 
vehicles  are  provided  with  the  equipment  and  facilities  required.  A 
high  proportion  of  the  food  premises  in  the  borough  can  be  considered 
reasonably  satisfactory.  Experience  shows,  however,  that  the  real  work 
is  far  from  completed. 

Shop  workers — management  as  well  as  actual  food  handlers — must 
learn  the  meaning  of  real  cleanliness  and  hygienic  handling.  Lip  service 
is  paid  to  the  necessity  for  food  hygiene  by  almost  everyone  concerned, 
but  far  too  few  really  appreciate  what  it  involves,  and  far  too  little 
detailed  direction  and  supervision  is  given.  Nothing  can  take  the  place 
of  systematic,  regular  inspections  when  officers  can  make  personal 
contact  with  those  concerned,  and  the  number  of  such  visits  was  more 
than  double  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A great  many  vehicles  delivering  or  serving  food  are  on  the  roads 
today,  and  a start  was  made  to  inspect  as  regularly  as  possible  those 
operating  in  the  Borough.  Many  were  found  in  a deplorable  state,  and 
firms  both  inside  the  town  and  over  a wide  surrounding  area  have 
received  instructions  to  make  improvements,  both  to  the  vehicles  them- 
selves and  in  the  manner  of  their  use. 
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Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1959,  was: 


Butchers  33 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish 9 

Grocers  55 

Greengrocers 18 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  28 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  24 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  57 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  ...  ...  ...  53 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  11 

Cafes  X) 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc 36 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  101 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  275 


Milk  Distribution 

Seven  dairy  premises  and  a number  of  retailers  licensed  to  sell 
designated  milks  handle  only  milk  which  is  bottled  in  other  districts. 
One  dairy  farmer  retails  his  own  tuberculin  tested  milk,  which  he 
bottles  on  the  farm,  and  another  farmer  supplies  bottled  Channel  Island 
milk  to  a multiple  store. 


Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  slaughter-house  belonging  to  a 
butcher  in  adjoining  premises.  All  animals  killed  were  inspected. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 

. 

— 

25 

439 

— 

— 

Number  inspected  

— 

— 

25 

439 



— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  

- — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  . 

— 

— 

- — 

0.455 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

_____ 

. 

_ 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  cysticercosis  was  found 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Twenty-one  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they 
had  purchased  was  not  fit.  They  included: — 

Mouldy  flour  confectionery. 

Milk  bottles  with  dirty  internal  surfaces  or  containing  foreign 
bodies. 

Prepacked  Dutch  veal  containing  a cigarette  end. 

Meat  pie  containing  a piece  of  animal  hide. 


A thorough  investigation  was  undertaken  in  each  case.  The  Council 
decided  not  to  prosecute,  but  those  concerned  were  warned  that  these 
offences  were  viewed  very  seriously. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary 
surrender: — 


Fresh  meat  and  offal  .. 

Fish  

Tinned  meat 
Bacon  and  ham 
Tins,  jars  and  packets  .. 
Other  foods 


515  lbs. 
36  lbs. 
481  lbs. 
73  lbs. 
518 
12  lbs. 


Milk  Samples  Taken 


Bacteriological  Examination 


Designated  Milk — 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Tuberculin  Tested 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

— 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

14 

4 

1 

— 

Sterilised  

— 

— 

1 

• 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 


Sixteen  formal  samples  of  milk  were  included  in  the  eighty-five 
samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Adverse  reports  on  a farm 
bottled  tuberculin  tested  milk  produced  it>  the  borough  and  sampled  on 
retail  sale  and  on  delivery  to  the  retailer,  led  to  an  investigation  at  the 
farm.  It  was  found  that  milk  was  allowed  to  stand  too  long  prior  to 
bottling,  and  the  cream  commenced  to  separate.  Subsequent  samples 
have  been  of  good  quality. 
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PROSECUTIONS 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  relation  to  a shop  premises  used  for 
storing,  cutting  and  prepacking  meat  and  bacon  for  sale  on  a market 
stall.  The  occupier  was  found  guilty  of  twenty-nine  summonses,  which 
included  carrying  on  a food  business  in  unsanitary  premises,  exposing 
food  to  risk  of  contamination,  failing  to  provide  a wash-hand  basin, 
towel,  soap  or  nailbrush, and  unclean  bacon  sheer,  benches,  tray,  floor, 
walls  and  sanitary  convenience.  He  was  also  found  guilty  of  using  a 
lorry  for  the  transport  of  meat  which  was  not  fitted  with  movable  duck- 
boards.  The  fines  totalled  £60,  and  thd  Council  was  awarded  £10  costs. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

39 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

1483 

7 

Nil 

Dysentery  

7 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

3 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

3 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

{ Puerperal 
Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 
i Neonatorum 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

32 

— 

— 

r- 

— 

— 

1 

1 to  2 years  . 

2 

3 

125 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

2 

— 

176 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

2 

2 

161 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

4 to  5 years  . 

5 

2 

240 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

26 

2 

705 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  years  . 

— 

— ■ 

30 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  years  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

20  to  35  years  . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

• 

1 

1 

— 

45  to  65  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  & over 

Age  unknown  . 

2 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 
Notified  

39 

10 

1483 

7 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

xVon-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1959  

231 

207 

10 

26 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

8 

13 



3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

26 

19 

2 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

18 

17 

— 

3 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

247 

222 

12 

29 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

_ 

_ 

, 

, 

- 

— 

... 

1 — - 5 years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

■ 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — -45  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

55 — 65  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  

8 

13 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  King’s  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1959  ...  13,550 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1959  4,169 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1959  £151,666 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1959/60  £589 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Illegitimate  4 


Female  T otal 

102  210 

3 7 


Total  ...  112  105  217 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.0. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.0. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  — — • — 


Total  ...  2 2 4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  18.1. 
DEATHS : 

Males  69;  Females  60  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  


129 

9.5 

10.7 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  2 2 4 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  . . . 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  


18.4 

19.0 

Nil 

18.4 

13.8 

31.7 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  3.47 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.07 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.33 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.96 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  0.07 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1959  was 
13,550  as  compared  with  13,340  at  mid- 1958.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  88  compared 
with  1 1 6 for  the  previous  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  die  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.00  and  1.12  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and 
sex  distribution  the  standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  217  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
23  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  18.0  for  the  previous  year  and  16.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  four  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  a decrease  of  two  on  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth 
rate  was  18.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  24.4  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


29 


BeatSis 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  v/as  129, 
an  increase  of  5 on  the  total  for  the  year  1958. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year  and  with  1 1.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  18.4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  25.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Linder  1 vear 
%/ 

1 — 5 years 

5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45—55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75—80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


7 

w 

9 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- — - 

1 

1 



1 

1 

■ — • 

1 

- — 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

10 

8 

18 

12 

8 

20 

7 

3 

10 

9 

8 

17 

14 

12 

26 

6 

9 

15 

4 

7 

11 

— 

2 

2 

all  causes  ...  69  60  129 
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Causes  o!  Death  in  1959 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— • 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— , 

— , 

— - 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

— • 

— - 

— • 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— • 

— 

— * 

8.  Measles  •••  • * * ...  ...  ...  ••• 

— • 

— 

— • 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

- 

— . „ 

, 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— • 

1 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

9 

T , 

9 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

8 

5 

13 

15.  'Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

- — 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

10 

18 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

17 

12 

29 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

3 

3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

4 

7 

11 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

22.  Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

24.  Bronchitis  

6 

1 

7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem ...  ...  . # . 

1 

_ 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

3 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion  . • . •••  ...  . » . «•* 

- - - 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

6 

10 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

— 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

35.  Suicide  

— 

• — 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

60 

129 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1959 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

■ 

2—3  weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

i ' ' 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ' 

■ — 

1 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

t 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1959:  — 

Public  . 1 (satisfactory) 

Private  ...  ...  10  (satisfactory) 

<> 

The  main  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  as  respects  the  Southern 
Parishes  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company, 
who  also  supply  Potten  End;  as  respects  the  Northern  Parishes  by  a Joint 
Committee  of  which  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  Luton  Rural  District  Council  are  constituent  members.  A small  area 
in  both  Northern  and  Southern  parishes  comes  within  the  Hemel 
Hempstead  Borough  Council’s  supply  area. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises  with  private  supplies.  Three 
premises  are  known  to  depend  upon  rain  water.  The  other  private 
sources  are  mostly  deep  wells  or  boreholes  in  the  chalk.  In  the  Gade 
Valley  there  are  a number  of  private  shallow  wells  drawing  from  the 
gravel.  In  this  valley  there  are  still  a number  of  artesian  boreholes 
drawing  water  from  the  chalk.  The  volume  and  pressure  of  these  wells 
appears  to  be  diminishing. 

All  main  water  supplied  in  the  area  is  of  excellent  bacterial  purity. 
No  restrictions  as  to  supply  have  been  imposed.  The  year  was  very  dry, 
but  thanks  to  the  heavy  winter  rainTall  of  1958/9  the  underground 
resources  were  adequate  to  prevent  any  shortage. 

The  annual  rainfall  as  measured  at  Markyate  was  25.79  inches 
(31.12.59)  (official  average  (23  years)  28.6  inches). 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  not  been  included  as  “ stand  pipe  supply  ”. 
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Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,800 

843 

2,777 

7 

23 

Flamstead  

1,355 

310 

1,025 

100 

330 

Flaunden  

190 

51 

157 

10 

33 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,070 

304 

998 

20 

72 

Kings  Langley  

4,600 

1,394 

4,600 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  

1,620 

455 

1,554 

20 

66 

Markyate* 

2,400 

727 

2,400 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated. 

* 5 houses  in  Markyate  still  have  an  external  pumped  supply  from  a 

shallow  well. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  parish  of  Kings  Langley  is  drained  in  large  part  to  the  West 
Herts  Drainage  Board’s  trunk  sewer  passing  through  the  parish.  The 
Council’s  Hyde  Meadow  Estate  at  Bovingdon  is  drained  to  the  Airport’s 
sewage  works  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon.  Markyate  is  drained 
to  a small  sewage  works  in  the  parish.  Such  drainage  as  exists  at 
Flamstead  is  by  land  treatment  on  two  small  areas  of  land,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  village;  the  drainage  position  at  the  village  remains  most 
unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  considerable  advance  was  made  in  the  overall 
drainage  position  in  the  district.  The  work  in  draining  Great  Gaddesden 
village  is  now  complete  and  working.  The  drainage  of  the  hamlet  of 
Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row,  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  contract  for  Stage  1 of  the  drainage  scheme  of  Bovingdon  was 
commenced  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  tenders  had  been  received  for 
the  scheme  for  Flamstead  and  Markyate.  Ultimately  the  sewage  from 
Bovingdon  (and  that  part  of  Chipperfield  to  be  connected  thereto)  will 
all  discharge  to  an  enlarged  works  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon. 
The  sewage  from  Flamstead  and  Markyate  will  be  treated  at  an  enlarged 
works  at  Markyate.  At  the  time  of  writing  no  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  drainage  of  the  greater  part  of  Chipperfield  and  that  part  of 
Kings  Langley  lying  between  the  two  villages.  There  are  still  many 
cesspools  in  Kings  Langley. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Whether  it  be  official  or  householder,  it  is  difficult  to  write 
temperately  on  this  subject.  This  Council  gives  as  good  a service  as  any 
authority  with  comparable  resources,  but  there  are  some  members  of  the 
public  who  expect  the  tanker  to  leave  the  yard  before  they  pick  up  the 
telephone.  The  householder  coming  from  London  conditions  and 
wrestling  with  cesspool  drainage  through  a wet  winter  is  to  be  pitied. 
vSooner  or  later  some  alternative  solution  to  actual  pumping  out  has  to 
be  found. 
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The  service  given  expanded  again.  The  loads  removed  over  the 
last  few  years  were:  — 

1955  1,832 

1956  2,715 

1957  3,012 

1958  3,810 

1959  4,537 

One  free  service  (with  a maximum  of  two  loads)  is  given  free  each 
financial  year.  The  remainder  of  the  work  is  done  under  contract  at 
£1  per  load.  Where  no  proper  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Council, 
or  where  premises  can  be  connected  to  the  sewers,  the  charges  are 

increased. 

Probably  next  year  (1960)  will  see  the  maximum  output.  There- 
after the  amount  of  work  should  decrease  annually,  but  there  will  always 
be  some  work  to  be  done. 

Disposal  of  the  liquid  is  into  the  refuse  tips,  in  the  trunk  sewer  at 
Kings  Langley  and  on  land  at  Shantock  Hall  Works;  in  addition,  the 
Council  dispose  of  some  into  the  Heme!  Hempstead  Borough  Council’s 
sewer  at  Gadebridge  Lane  and  on  land  at  Gaddesden  Row  rented  for  the 
purpose.  The  disposal  of  the  liquid  without  nuisance  and  to  every- 
body's complete  satisfaction  is  rather  difficult. 

The  collection  of  cesspool  liquid  is  carried  out  by  two  Shelvoke  and 
Drewry  1,100  gallon  tankers.  During  the  year  the  old  Dennis  800 
gallon  tanker  bought  in  1949  was  sold  and  replaced  by  a new  Shelvoke 
and  Drewry  1 ,100  tanker.  The  Council  now  own  three  of  these  machines, 
two  in  regular  use  and  one  kept  as  reserve  and  for  E.C.  collection. 

Labour  for  Cleansing  Services 

The  satisfactory  supply  reported  for  1958  continued  well  into  1959, 
but  with  the  return  of  prosperity  towards  the  end  of  the  year  labour 
supply  fell  off. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council  own  three  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicles  of  the  latest 
design.  Two  of  these  are  in  regular  use,  and  one  is  used  part-time  and 
as  a stand-by.  Collection  is  carried  out  in  the  Northern  Parishes, 
Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  every  fortnight.  The  remainder  of  the  district 
is  collected  twice  every  three  weeks.  In  some  respects  the  failure  to 
organise  a weekly  collection  makes  the  work  of  the  dustmen  unduly 
heavy.  It  is  clear  that  when  a householder  makes  more  refuse  in  two 
weeks  than  can  be  put  in  one  dustbin  the  work  involved  at  each  house 
is  considerably  more  than  if  only  one  bin  had  to  be  collected.  Most 
properties,  other  than  Council  houses  and  cottages,  have  more  than  one 
bin. 

The  character  of  household  refuse  is  changing.  The  use  of  oil  for 
heating,  the  packaging  of  all  types  of  consumer  goods,  general  high  level 
of  prosperity  and  urbanisation  all  affect  the  type  of  refuse.  Refuse  tends 
to  become  more  bulky. 
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Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  a Bray  hydraulic  shovel.  This 
machine,  powered  by  a Ford  diesel  unit,  runs  on  pneumatic  tyres  and 
consists  of  a hydraulically  operated  shovel  6'  6"  wide.  It  can  push, 
scrape,  ievel,  load  and  tow.  It  replaced  a Bristol  crawler  on  tracks.  It 
is  now  possible  to  cover  refuse  with  dirt.  Because  of  its  easy  mobility 
it  has  been  possible  at  times  to  keep  three  tips  running,  but  the  man 
hours  involved  in  travelling  are  excessive.  Although  the  machine  runs 
on  pneumatics,  tyre  damage  from  cuts  has  been  reasonable.  This  feature 
is  remarkable,  considering  the  amount  of  broken  glass,  jagged  tins  and 
the  like  in  household  refuse. 

During  the  year  the  tip  at  Bulstrode  Lane,  Bovingdon,  was 
practically  filled.  During  winter  months  the  tip  at  Nash  Mills  Lane 
Depot  was  used.  The  northern  parishes  were  disposed  of  at  Delmar  End 
Lane  in  an  old  gravel  pit.  For  a short  time  an  old  pit  at  Flaunden  was 
used.  The  long  term  disposal  problem  remains  unsolved.  Attempts 
were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  purchase  land  compulsorily  for 
that  purpose  at  Kings  Langley.  There  is  a marked  reluctance  to 
encourage  refuse  tips  anywhere  near  residences.  The  hot  summer  had 
the  expected  effect  of  encouraging  flies  on  the  tips.  It  was  possible  to 
keep  this  nuisance  in  hand.  Some  of  the  success  was  due  to  the 
consolidation  brought  about  by  the  new  tip  machine. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints 
of  rat  and  mice  infestation  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Number  of  contracts  in  force  31.12.59  25  (23) 

Number  of  complaints  received  121  (48) 

Each  of  the  premises  under  contract  is  visited  at  least  once  a 
month,  as  is  each  of  the  Council’s  dumps  and  works.  Additional 
complaints  mean  at  least  two  separate  visits,  and  sometimes,  because 
of  large  areas  of  infestation,  one  complaint  may  mean  over  a hundred 
visits. 

Whilst  an  endeavour  is  made  to  inspect  each  farm  once  a year, 
this  task  was  not  completely  achieved  over  the  year. 

The  most  devastating  rodent  infestations  dealt  with  were  caused 
by  mice  in  the  older,  bigger  type  of  residence.  If  these  infestations 
are  allowed  to  build  up  to  large  size  the  difficulties  in  control  are 
considerable  and  the  damage  done  to  furniture  and  fittings  considerable. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  (Local  Authorities  

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

51 

28 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

14 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

61 

42 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 
Unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Infectious  Diseases  

Water  Supply  

Drainage  

Caravan  sites  

Public  cleansing 
Schools  ... 


307 

14 

181 

173 

130 

12 
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Miscellaneous 

» • • 

92 

Interviews  

• o • 

143 

Petroleum  storage  

• • • 

28 

food  premises: 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses 

, , , 

98 

Other  food  premises 

• • • 

80 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.58  " 1959  1959 

31.12.59 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 3 

2 

2 

Informal  12  89 

75 

26 

Total  ...  13  92 

77 

28 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Dustbins 

35 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors 

5 

Dangerous  structures  

6 

Houses  with  defective  roofs 

3 

Cleanliness  

2 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster 

5 

General  dampness  

6 

Pail  closets  

6 

Floors  

. ♦ . 

Miscellaneous  

15 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  1959,  17  premises  v/ere  made  subject  to  Demolition 
Orders,  Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings.  In  addition,  the  Council 
commenced  proceedings  for  a slum  clearance  area  at  Waterside,  Kings 
Langley.  The  owner  eventually  decided  to  sell  to  the  Council,  and  1 1 
premises  will  pass  into  the  control  of  the  Rural  District  Council  to  be 
pulled  down  and  the  site  re-developed. 

At  Markyate  the  Council  adopted  a scheme  to  re-develop  the  back 
land  between  the  High  Street  and  the  by-pass  road.  This  will  mean 
the  acquisition  in  due  course  of  a small  number  of  condemned  houses  to 
obtain  access  to  the  site. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

32 

3-bedroorn  houses 

66 

37 


(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

38 

3-bedroom  (28)  and  2-bedroom 

(2),  and  1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

59 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.59  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12,59: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyatc : 

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Buckwood  Road  

Buckwood  Road  

11 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Home  Farm  Estate 

112 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Kings  Langley: 

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour  (12) 

Rucklers  Lane  

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1-bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate 

60 

3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 

Flamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

Nunfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room  flats 

Croft  Estate 

24 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Old  Dean  

36 

2-bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Flaunden  

6 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.59: 


Site 

No.  of 

Type 

No. 

No. 

Houses 

comm- 

enced 

com- 

pleted 

Kings  Langley 

10 

3-bedroom  houses 

10 

Chipperfield  

10 

i 

3-bedroom  houses 

10 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12,59: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 

Type 

Houses 

Markyate  

6 

2-bedroom  houses 

Kings  Langley 

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (4);  1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1959  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1959  ...  108 

Caravans 

The  construction  of  the  London-Birmingham  Trunk  Road  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  district  led  the  Council  to  grant  temporary 
licences  for  an  additional  two  sites  in  these  parishes.  Because  of  the 
temporary  nature  of  the  accommodation,  neither  of  the  site  owners 
was  willing  to  spend  a lot  of  money  on  site  works,  and  in  the  winter 
months  the  sites  became  grim. 

There  are  148  caravans  in  the  district  subject  to  Public  Health 
Licence. 

Considerable  vigilance  is  required  to  keep  control  on  the  number 
of  caravans.  Occupiers  are  first  required  to  make  application  for  Town 
Planning  permission. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  aiid  Distribution 

REGISTER 

Number  of  dairies  registered  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  2 

Number  of  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  6 

Number  of  supplementary  pasteurised  licences  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  supplementary  sterilised  licences  ...  ...  4 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  S 

There  are  now  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  (one  less 
than  last  year).  All  the  meat  slaughtered  is  inspected  after  office  hours. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

15 

— 

2 

57 

696 

Number  inspected  

15 

— - 

2 

42 

681 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

8 

_ 

1 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

53 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

2 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  6 bakehouses  in  the  district,  3 fish-frying  premises  and 
22  cafes  and  restaurants.  The  opening  of  the  new  motor-way  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  is  beginning  to  affect  the  business  of  the  cafes  on 
the  A. 5 road.  Some  of  these  establishments  are  difficult  enough  to 
supervise;  presumably  some  of  them  will  now  shut  down. 

During  the  year  two  licensed  premises  were  closed  down  upon 
representation  of  the  department.  Proceedings  were  threatened  against 
four  other  owners  of  licensed  premises.  There  are  now  36  of  these 
establishments.  In  these  days  it  appears  to  be  impossible  to  make  a 
living  out  of  a beer  house,  and  the  trend  is  to  improve  some  of  the 
more  modest  establishments,  and  to  close  the  worst.  The  public  now 
demand  a better  type  of  public  house. 

There  are  now  10  butchers’  shops,  27  grocers’  shops  and  4 green- 
grocers’ shops  in  the  district.  The  tendency  is  more  and  more  for  cash 
shopping  to  be  done  in  the  town  and  particularly  at  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Watford,  St.  Albans  and  Luton.  Mobile  shops  cater  for  some  parts  of 
the  district. 

During  the  year  some  trouble  was  experienced  with  decomposing 
meat,  decomposing  sausages,  contamination  of  meat  with  tobacco  stub. 
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and  bone  taint  and  decomposing  fish.  The  Council  were  content  to 
issue  warnings,  in  each  case.  The  hot  summer  caused  difficulties  in 
food  storage,  particularly  of  meat. 

FOODSTUFFS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

3 stone  haddock. 

3 x 6 lb.  tins  corned  beef. 

1 dish  Dutch  veal. 

230  lbs.  rump  and  loin  beef. 

1 lb.  skinless  sausages. 

1 box  haddock  fillets. 

5 x 13  lb.  tins  boneless  cooked  ham. 

Most  householders  receiving  unsound  food  prefer  to  complain  to 
the  tradesman.  In  the  state  of  competition,  satisfaction  is  almost  always 
given  by  the  shop  keeper.  The  department  is  usually  called  in  by 
shopkeepers  receiving  bad  food  from  wholesalers. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

O 

X. 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

114 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

j 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

1 

6 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

5 

2—  3 „ 

— 

— 

6 

3—4  „ 

— 

— 

14 

4—  5 „ 

1 

• — 

32 

5—10  „ 

1 

1 

40 

10 — 15  ,,  



• — 

8 

15—20  „ 



• — 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

1 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

' 

~ 

2 

Total  Cases  Notified  ...... 

2 

2 

114 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1959 

a ^ •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

46 

29 

8 

5 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

6 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

4 

6 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

49 

29 

8 

5 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

FemaL  s 

0—  1 

years  ... 

r-. 

— — 

, 



_ 

- 



1 — 5 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

5—10 

years  ... 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

10—15 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

15—20 

years  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 1 

25—35 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

years  ... 

1 

• — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

65  and  upwards 

- 

~ 

l otals 

• • • • • • 

1 

3 

— 

• — 

1 

• — 

1 

42 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
BERKHAMSTED 


ETBTS 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1959 


43 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  1,982  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1959  ...  12,440 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1959  4,119 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1959  ...  ...  ...  £222,002 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1959/60  £888 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

90 

85 

175 

4 

3 

7 

Total  ...  94  88  182 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  14.6. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  14.6. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — ■ — 


Tot  a!  ...  3 — 3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  16.2 


DEATHS: 

Males  67,  Females  62 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


129 

10.4 

10.6 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  T otal 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 — 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — - — 


1 2 


Total  ... 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


11.0 

11.4 

Nil 

5.5 

5.5 

21.6 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
Cancer  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System) 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 


3.62 

2.01 

1.61 

1.13 

0.08 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1959 
was  12,440  as  compared  with  ! 2,200  at  mid-1958.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  53. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Briths  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.00  and  1.02  respectively.  The  close 
approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of 
your  district  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  182  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
28  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers  three  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  a decrease  of  six  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  16.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  41.1  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  129, 
(67  males,  62  females),  an  increase  of  12  on  the  total  for  the  year  1958. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  9.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and 
Wales. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases,  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  28.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males 

1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Females 

Total 

2 

1—  5 

years  

— 

■ — - 

— 

5—10 

years 

- — - 

— 



10—15 

vears 

*/ 

— 

- — - 



1 5—20 

years 

— 

- — - 

20—25 

years  

— 

— 

25—35 

years 

2 

— 

2 

35 — 45 

years 

2 

0 

4 

45—55 

years  

6 

3 

(> 

55—65 

years  

14 

1 

15 

65— 70 

years  

4 

3 

7 

70—75 

years  

14 

12 

26 

75—80 

years 

7 

13 

20 

80—85 

years  

10 

15 

25 

85—90 

years 

4 

10 

14 

90  years  and  over  . .. 

2 

3 

5 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

67 

62 

129 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1959 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

■ — 

4. 

Diphtheria  ...  i 

— 

— 

— . 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

. 

. 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 



4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

10 

4 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukasmia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

■ — 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

6 

14 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

4 

6 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 
Other  heart  disease  

1 

I 

2 

20. 

11 

14 

25 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

4 

8 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

6 

6 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis  

6 

1 

7 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

_ 



26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— . 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

i 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

i 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

i 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

l 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

6 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

67 

62 

129 

Infant  Mortality  in  1959 


Causes  of 

Death 

> Under  1 week 

i 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9—12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Mal- 
formation 

1 

1 

Pneumococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  

1 



— 

1 

■ — • 

1 

— 

— 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


TOWN  SUPPLY 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370,000  galls,  and  the  other  300,000  galls.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  950,000  galls. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted 
monthly  by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination.  During  the 
year  under  review  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
the  supply. 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

A laundry,  a mineral  water  factory,  two  other  factories  and  the 
Council’s  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from  boreholes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 
table:  — 
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Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  blouses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

13,700 

4,115 

13,700 

• — 

• — 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1959 


Number  of  Samples 

Description  of 
Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 
Chlorinated 

12 

12 

Private  Supplies: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths: 

11 

11 

■ 

' 

1 ' 

1 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240  p.p. 

m. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  4 swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Baths.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1925, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 

Water  is  obtained  from  an  80  ft.  borehole  and  is  changed  once  every 
year  before  the  season  commences.  The  capacity  is  80,000  galls. 
Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  a sand  pressure 
filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  The  break  point  method  of 
chlorination  is  used.  Aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination.  Alum 
is  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Eleven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School.  A covered  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1934, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by 
the  staff  and  pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  6 times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  4 hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  alum  is  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The  water  is  heated 
by  a caiorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
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3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1890,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  10  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  alum  is  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The  water  is  heated 
by  a calorifier. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its 
staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Alum  and  soda  are 
added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 

New  drainage  work  is  inspected  and  tested  by  a member  of  the 
Engineer  & Surveyor’s  Department. 

Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  purification 
works  which  were  reconstructed  in  1957  at  a cost  of  £155,521,  and  are 
designed  to  serve  a population  of  18,000.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into 
the  Grand  Union  Canal.  All  samples  of  the  effluent  taken  monthly 
during  the  year  complied  with  the  standards  recommended  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  domestic  premises  weekly  and  is  disposed 
of  by  tipping.  A charge  is  made  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse. 
The  tip  is  expected  to  last  for  another  12  months  and  the  Council  are 
giving  consideration  to  the  establishment  of  a new  controlled  tip  at  a 
site  within  the  area  of  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council.  Before 
plans  can  be  completed  the  proposal  will  be  the  subject  of  a Public 
Enquiry. 

There  are  approximately  115  Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  which, 
when  necessary,  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost 
of  emptying  is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : 
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Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

3 

117 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

63 

104 

_ 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

12 

2 

• — 

— 

TOTAL  

78 

223 

— - 

• — • 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Outworkers 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  2 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL ! 


Houses— Public  Health  Acts  ... 

93 

Housing  Act  Survey 

38 

Rent  Act 

19 

Improvement  Grants 

36 

Overcrowding  

2 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

3 

Water  Supplies  ... 

12 

Drainage  and  cesspools 

118 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  

18 

Shops  Act 

1 

Smoke  Observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ... 

9 

• • • j-j 

interviews 

256 

Pests  Act— rat  s and  mice 

...  1 ,706 

Wasps  Nests  destroyed 

79 

Dustbins 

14 

Employment  Agency  ... 

1 

Pets  shops 

3 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

1 

Other  visits 

121 

51 


FOOD  premises: 


Slaughterhouses  

• • • . • , • 

117 

Food  shops,  and  food  vans  

• • • • • • • 

129 

Bakehouses  

• * * • • • • 

35 

Licensed  premises  

, • • • . . . 

6 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms,  kitchens  .. 

« „ . • • • • 

2 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  . . . 

1 

Public  Market  foodstalls  

• • • • • • • 

12 

Food  inspection  visits  ... 

. ...  ... 

17 

Milk  samples 

. 

14 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding 

Served  Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.58 

1959  1959 

31.12.59 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  23 

68  81 

13 

Formal  ...  6 

2 8 

— 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

1 — 

1 

FACTORIES  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

o 

Jb W 

2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  — 

14  — 

10 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses 

89 

Food  Premises 

4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

One  Rodent  Officer/Operator  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C.  and  Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  109  infestations  of  brown  rats,  14  of  mice  and  2 
of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

The  base  bait  was  Oatmeal;  Warfarin  and  Antu  were  used  for 
poisoning. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry’s  Divisional 
Pests  Office  no  sewer  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Five  informal  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  premises. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  factory  is  registered.  Very  little  flock  is  used  or  stored  and  no 
sample  was  taken. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  common  lodging  house  at  “ The  Fish  ”,  Mill  Street,  was  closed 
during  the  year.  There  are  no  others  within  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  Statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Agriculture  (Safety*  Health  and  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 


HOUSING 

One  Clearance  Order  involving  3 houses  was  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  and  two  Public  Inquiries  were  heard  regarding  proposed 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders.  Six  Demolition  Orders  and  two  Closing 
Orders  were  made. 

Eighty-nine  houses  were  repaired  following  informal  notices. 

Sixteen  applications  were  received  for  Standard  Improvement 
Grants,  eight  were  approved. 

Four  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received,  two 
Certificates  were  issued  and  two  Undertakings  accepted. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  & Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  E. 
Hulse: — 

“ blousing  progress  during  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory  as 
no  less  a number  than  160  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  of 
which  40  were  Municipal  dwellings.  The  latter  were  built  on  the  new 
Westfield  Estate,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a further  40,  which  are  now 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  construction  will  be  completed  in  1960  and 
tenders  will  be  obtained  and  a start  made  on  the  remaining  section 
of  the  estate  comprising  104  dwellings  of  various  types. 

44  For  some  years  the  Council  have  been  building  dwellings  for 
different  sized  families  and  they  have  not  forgotten  to  make  provision 
for  old  aged  people. 

“ During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  a further  housing  site  of 
15.28  acres  near  Ashlyns  School  for  development  as  a housing  estate, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  an  active  start  will  be  made  on  preparations 
of  the  site  before  the  end  of  1960.” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

100 
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(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

40 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses 
and  old  peoples  bungalows 

120 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.59  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  tip  to  31.12.59  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

“Lagley”  (conversion) 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31.12.59  : 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2) 

80 

2 and  3-bedroomed 
houses;  Old  Persons’ 
Bungalows;  and  Flats 

80 

40 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  afeou 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  font  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.59  : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Elouses 

Type 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3) 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2 persons’ 

flats,  Old  People’s  dwellings  and  2 shops 

approx. 

with  flats  over 

Ashlyns  Estate 

150 

Various 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  at  31.12.59  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1959  ...  520 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1959 


Bakehouses 4 

Butchers  12 

Cafes 10 

Canteens  5 

Clubs 4 

Confectioners,  flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Confectioners,  sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dairies  3 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  and  fried  fish  5 

Greengrocers 7 

Grocers  (retail)  27 

Grocers  (wholesale)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  off-licences)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Licensed  premises  (serving  main  meals)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nursing  homes  1 

Registered  for  sausage  making  and  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  18 

Registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  27 

School  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  the  two  retail  distributors  sell 
milk  which  is  bottled  ouside  the  district. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  con- 
formed to  the  requirements  of  the  Special  Designation  Regulations. 

lee  Cream 

Twenty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary 
brands. 

One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale.  Although 
small  the  preparation  room  with  its  modern  equipment  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  hygiene.  The  manufacturer  pasteurises  the  mix. 

Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  slaughterhouse  belonging  to  a 
butcher  in  adjoining  premises. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part  at 
the  slaughterhouse. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1959: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

226 

1 

42 

740 

304 

— 

Number  inspected  

226 

1 

42 

740 

304 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

40 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

17.7 

0.7 

1.9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

— — 

- 

5 

— 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

1.8 

■ — 

— 

1.6 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

1 

r-  - - 

. 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  tip.  The 
following  foodstuffs  were  dealt  with: — 


Fresh  meat  and  offal  ... 

622  lbs. 

Fish 

168  lbs. 

Sweets 

14  lbs. 

Tinned  meat 

160  tins 

Other  tinned  food 

...  1,192  tins 

Five  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  concerning 
letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  two  of  the  complaints. 

food.  Warning 

No  special  examination  of  stocks  or  consignments  of  food  were 
necessary.  There  were  no  prosecutions  in  respect  of  food  or  food 
handling. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  Cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

337 

3 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

2 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

'Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year  

___ 

1 

10 

1 

r- 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

17 

• — 

• — 

• — 

2—3  „ 

— 

• — 

36 

— 

- — 

— 

3-4  „ 

2 

• — 

81 

— 

— 

— 

4-5  „ 

— 

1 

80 

— 

— 

• — 

5 — 10  

2 

2 

94 

• — 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

1 

A 

1 

13 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

• — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

- — 

• — 

• — 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

4 

■ 

• 

■■  ■ 

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

6 

5 

337 

1 

2 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1959  

36 

44 

4 

7 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

5 

i 



Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

4 

4 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

5 

1 

I 

3 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

36 

52 

4 

5 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10 — 15 

15—20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

• — 

— 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

1 

_ 



1 

- . 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 & upwards  ... 

" 

*■ 

— 

— 

— 

r 

* 

TOTALS 

1 

5 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
Paid),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 
17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1959  ...  6,440 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1959  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,992 

Rateable  Value  at  3Lst  December,  1959  ...  ...  ...  £76,050 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1959/60  ...  ...  ...  £300 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  45  52  97 

Illegitimate  ...  3 2 5 

Total...  48  54  102 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.8. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.8. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  — 1 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  9.7. 
DEATHS: 


Males  33,  Females  34  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


67 

10.4 

10.1 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
Cancer  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System) 


9.8 

10.3 
Nil 
9.8 
9.8 

19.4 


4.50 

2,33 

1.55 

0.62 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1959  was 
6,440  as  compared  with  6,320  at  mid- 1958.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  last  year,  i.e,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  35. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98 
and  0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that 
your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  102,  a decrease 
of  11  as  compared  with  1958. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still-Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  9.7  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  17.4  in  the  previous  year  and  with  20,7  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  67  (males 
33,  females  34),  a decrease  of  one  on  the  total  for  the  year  1958. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  8.9  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  9.8  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35—45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


Males  Females  Total 


1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 — 1 

2 1 3 

4 1 5 

4 2 6 

5 5 10 

3 6 9 

8 8 16 

4 7 11 

-22 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  33  34  67 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1959 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

- — • 

• — • 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

- — 

— 

7, 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

. 

. 

__ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

— 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

1 

_ . - 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— _ 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

4 

6 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— . 

— • 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

5 

10 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

8 

6 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— _ 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

6 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— 

3 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis  

— ■ 

1 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— - 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

1 

- — 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

, - 



31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

«■  — 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

2 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

- — 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

■ — 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

33 

34 

67 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginion  and  Aldbury 
receive  main  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Little  Caddesden,  Potten  End,  Northchurch  (in  part)  and  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margarets  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Further  negotiations  with  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  took  place  with  a view  to  taking  a mains  supply  to 
Nettleden.  Estimates  for  an  extension  from  Pulridge  Wood  and  from 
Frithsden,  over  the  Old  Roman  Road,  were  submitted  but  unfortunately 
no  instructions  to  carry  out  the  work  were  given  to  the  Water  Company. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  either  of  the 
supplies  and  no  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses' 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

860 

279 

860 

_ 

_ 

Little  Gaddesden  ...... 

1,394 

323 

1,394 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End)  

1,070 

327 

987 

. . _ 

Northchurch  

996 

328 

996 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— 

— 

Tring  Rural  

738 

211 

700 

12 

38 

Wigginton  

1,000 

317 

1,000 

- " 

■■ 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  only  Public  Swimming  Bath  in  the  Rural  District  is  the  Deer 
Leap  at  Ringshall. 

The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water  which  is  chlorinated  by  a 
Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  chlorinator.  Continual  flow  of  the 
water  from  the  bath  through  the  chlorinating  plant  and  aerating  cascade 
is  maintained. 

Monthly  samples  were  taken  and  reports  on  bacteriological  examina- 
tions indicated  that  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 

With  the  exception  of  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone,  and  a part  of 
Northchurch,  there  are  no  main  schemes  of  sewerage  in  the  Rural 
District. 
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Disposal  at  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  is  dealt  with  by  broad 
irrigation  and  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  although  some  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  at  Wilstone,  caused  by  the  condition  of  the 
irrigation  trenches  and  ponding  of  the  sewage  on  to  adjoining 
agricultural  land. 

Development  of  the  Northchurch  Hall  Estate  was  completed  during 
the  year;  36  of  the  new  properties  being  situated  in  the  Rural  District 
and  the  remainder  in  the  Urban  District  of  Rerkhamsted,  whose  sewers 
were  extended  to  meet  the  new  development — the  36  houses  erected  in 
the  Rural  District  being  drained  to  the  new  sewers  and  thence  to  the 
general  sewerage  system  of  Berkhamsted. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I referred  to  the  Council’s  instructions 
to  Messrs.  D.  Balfour  and  Sons,  Consulting  Engineers,  to  prepare  a 
scheme  of  sewerage  for  Potten  End  and  survey  the  remainder  of  the 
District.  The  Engineers  proceeded  with  the  preparation  of  the  Scheme 
for  Potten  End;  their  preliminary  report  was  dated  17th  November, 
1959.  Since  that  date,  preparation  of  the  Scheme  has  been  completed 
and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Elousing  and  Local  Government.  A 
general  description  of  the  scheme,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at 
£78,000,  including  an  estimated  cost  of  £15,000  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District  Council,  provides  for  approximately  295  existing  houses 
which  will  be  drained  by  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  within  the 
Berkhamsted  Rural  District  and  72  properties  within  the  Hemel 
Hempstead  Rural  District. 

At  an  average  of  3J  persons  per  house,  the  existing  populations 
drained  are  about  1,030  within  the  district  and  250  outside  the  district, 
the  total  population  therefore  being  about  1,300. 

Negotiations  have  taken  place  between  the  Berkhamsted  Rural 
District  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  regarding  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  the  sewage  flow  from  the  Rural  District,  and  the  Urban 
District  Council  have  approved  the  proposals  in  principle. 

When  the  Urban  District  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  were 
reconstructed  recently  provision  was  made  for  the  reception  and  treat- 
ment of  the  sewage  flow  from  a population  of  3,000  in  the  Rural  District. 
At  present  only  250  population  in  other  parts  of  the  Rural  District  drain 
to  the  Urban  District  sewers,  and  there  is,  therefore,  ample  capacity 
available  for  the  population  served  by  the  Potten  End  scheme. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Increased  demand  for  the  cesspool  emptying  service,  together  with 
the  regular  emptyings  required  at  the  Council’s  housing  estates  and 
some  of  the  larger  establishments  in  the  district,  necessitated  the 
purchase  of  a third  cesspool  emptying  machine  which  was  put  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1960. 

The  Council  continue  to  provide  four  visits  per  house  per  year 
free  of  charge.  The  charge  for  subsequent  visits  was  increased  from 
£1  Is.  to  £2  10s. 

The  service  operates  smoothly  and  householders’  requests  are  now 
dealt  with  promptly. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Household  refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  district  is  collected 
fortnightly  and  disposed  of  in  the  disused  clay  workings  at  Outwood 
Kiln,  Aldbury. 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  the  Council  were  considering 
replacement  of  the  refuse  collecting  vehicle,  which  had  been  in  operation 
for  seven  years.  This  has  been  done,  a new  vehicle  of  larger  capacity 
having  been  put  into  service  at  the  beginning  of  August. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

8 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10 

4 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  4 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

H<  rnses-  -Public  Health  Acts  ... 
Housing  Acts 
Overcrowding 
Infectious  diseases  ... 
Complaints  investigated 


152 

56 

1 

89 
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Drainage  inspection  and  tests 

» , , , 

131 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ... 

12 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 

4 

Work  in  progress  

• • • • 

632 

Cesspools  

• • • • 

47 

Licensed1  premises 

• , . , 

8 

Rivers  and  streams  

. 

6 

FOOD  premises: 

Bakehouses  

1 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  ... 

■ 

Food  stores  

• 

16 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 

Outstanding  Served  Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.58 

1959  1959 

31.12.59 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 

2 

2 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  3 

14 

13 

4 

4 

17 

15 

6 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Houses  

22 

Drainage  and  cesspools  

• • • • 

• • • 

33 

Cesspools  emptied 

• • « • 

• • • 

...  1,417 

Water  closets  

• • • • 

3 

HOUSING 

I am  pleased  to  report  some  progress  in  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation.  Plans  and  specifications  for  the  erection  of  three 
pairs  of  one-bedroom  bungalows  adjoining  the  Pledgeside  Estate,  Potten 
End,  and  three  pairs  at  Bromley  Estate,  Long  Marston,  were  prepared 
by  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  and  Ministry  approval  to  the  tenders  was 
accepted  in  September,  1959. 

In  providing  one-bedroom  bungalows,  it  is  hoped  that  elderly 
couples  occupying  some  of  the  older  three-bedroom  Council  Houses 
will  move  into  the  new  bungalows  and  thereby  release  much  needed 
accommodation  for  the  many  younger  families  on  the  housing  list. 

The  Council  have  maintained  their  policy  in  approving  grants  for 
the  modernisation  of  older  houses.  Fourteen  applications  for  grants 
were  approved  during  the  year. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

30 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

55 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.59  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.59  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3 -bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden: 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston: 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  ...  

18 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  2-bedroom 

Northchurch : 

bungalows 

Dudswell  

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End: 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.59  : 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Long  Marston  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Potten  End  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury  

4 

3-b.edroom  houses 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1959  ...  ...  182 
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Caravans 


The  two  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District  continue  to  be  fully 
occupied.  Official  action  to  enforce  conditions  necessary  to  bring  the 
site  at  Wigginton  up  to  a reasonable  standard  was  taken  by  the  Council 
and  the  required  works  had  been  commenced,  but  not  completed,  by  the 
end  of  1959. 

The  Northchurch  site  continues  to  be  well  maintained. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follows:  — 

Cowkeeper/ Retailers  ...  4 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  the  district)  ...  ...  6 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  only  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  is  situated  at  Long 
Marston.  The  Council  have  not  yet  considered  the  future  of  this 
slaughterhouse,  which  falls  short  of  the  standard  required  by  the 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

116 

1 

38 

470 

182 

Number  inspected  

54 

1 

16 

198 

80 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

8 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

7.4 

4 

6.2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

7.4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


No  condemnation  of  unsound  food  other  than  butcher’s  meat  was 
made  during  the  year. 
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Food  Premises 


The  number  of  food  premises  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  21.  The  premises  generally  are  maintained  in  good  condition.  No 
complaints  of  unsound  or  inferior  goods  were  received  and  no  action 
was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

114 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

> 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

1 

3 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

8 

2—  3 „ 

- . _ 

6 

3—4  „ 

22 

4 — 5 „ 

2 

19 

5—10  " 

1 

6 

38 

10—15  „ 

1 

16 

15—20  „ 

1 

20 — 35  „ 



35 — 45 

45—65  „ 

_ 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

_ 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  

1 

10 

114 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1959  

15 

23 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

2 

_ 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

17 

21 

— 

1 

N ew  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 



— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 





, 



, 





— 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  

. . . . ... 

4,407  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1959 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

5,450 

31st  December,  1959  

. . ...  ... 

1,788 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1959 

* . ...  ... 

£61,014 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1959/60  . 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

£229 

LIVE  births: 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

45 

43 

88 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Total  ... 

46 

45 

91 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.7. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.5. 

STILL-BIRTHS 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  10.9. 


DEATHS L 

Males  34,  Females  33  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Crude  Death)  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  12.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  2 2 4 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : > 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  

Cancer  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System)  


44.0 

45.5 
Nil 

33.0 
33.0 

43.5 


4,77 

2.39 

2.02 

1.47 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1959 
was  5,450  as  compared  with  5,380  at  mid- 1958.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was 
24. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.05  and  0.83  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  fact  that  the  birth  factor  is  above  unity  and  the 
death  factor  well  below  unity  indicates  that  your  district  has  a greater 
proportion  of  the  older  age  groups  in  its  population  than  has  the  country 
as  a whole 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  9i  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  22  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  ratq  was  17.5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  13.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.5  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  1 still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  10.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births, 
as  compared  with  Nil  in  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  67,  an 
increase  of  10  on  the  total  for  the  year  1958. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  8.8  for  the  prevous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous  System,  Cancer  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  44.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  14.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

• a*  » , , ••• 

2 

2 

4 

1 — 5 years 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

- — 

5 — 10  years 

— 

1 

1 

1 0—15  years 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  vears 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

— 

— _ 

— 

25 — 35  years 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

1 

• — 

1 

45—55  years 

— 

2 

2 

55—65  years 

5 

3 

8 

65 — 70  years 

5 

2 

7 

70 — 75  years 

5 

3 

8 

75 — 80  years 

7 

3 

10 

80 — 85  years 

4 

8 

12 

85- — 90  years 

...  ...  ... 

2 

5 

7 

90  years  and  over  ... 

... 

3 

d 

i 

7 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

34 

33 

67 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1959 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

i 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

- 

— . 

. — , 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

__ 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— . 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

. — . 

— 

— _ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— . 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— . 

— • 

— „ 

8. 

Measles  

< — . 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  



10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

— • 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus  * . o ••• 

2 

1 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— . 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

4 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— — 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

— 

— . 

• — ■ 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

3 

10 

13 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

3 

12 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

6 

5 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— — 

2 

2 

22. 

Influenza  ... 

— . 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  

2 

— 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  «•«  . « . . * • » . * » . 6 

, 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

I 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

■ — = 



29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— . 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

i 

2 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

2 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

■ — . 

— . 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

__ 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

r 

rr  ' 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

34 

33 

67 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  may  be  derived  from 
three  sources:  viz.  Dancers  End  Pumping  Station,  New  Ground 
Pumping  Station,  Hawridge  Pumping  Station.  The  supply  is 
chlorinated  before  lime  softening  and  has  been  satisfactory  as  to  both 
quantity  and  quality. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  made  of  raw  water  from 
Dancers  End,  New  Ground  and  Hawridge  Pumping  Stations  fortnightly. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  raw  water  from  Dancers  End  were 
examined  and  23  were  free  from  all  coliform  organisms.  Four  samples 
showed  non-faecal  type  coliforms  to  the  extent  of  1 per  100  mis.  All 
samples  were  free  from  faecal  type  Bact.  Coll. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  raw  water  from  Hawridge  were  examined 
and  twenty-five  were  free  from  all  coliform  organisms.  One  sample 
contained  non-faecal  type  coliforms  to  the  extent  of  1 per  100  mis. 
All  samples  were  free  from  faecal  type  Bact.  Coli. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  raw  water  from  New  Ground  were  examined 
and  all  were  free  from  coliforms  and  Bact.  Coli. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  samples  of  water  going  to  supply  and 
from  consumer’s  taps  were  examined.  Of  these,  5 samples  at  the  works 
and  1 from  a consumer’s  tap  contained  small  numbers  of  non-faecal 
type  coliforms.  None  contained  faecal  type  Bact.  Coli. 

The  water  is  non-plumbo-solvent. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5,450 

1,787 

5,450 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sanitation 

A small  improvement  to  the  sewerage  of  the  town  has  been 
obtained  by  the  insertion  of  a length  of  relief  sewer  from  Dundale  Road 
to  New  Mill.  Disposal  by  the  system  of  broad  irrigation  at  the  disposal 
area  still  obtains,  although  there  are  new  proposals  projected  for 
improving  the  treatment  within  the  next  few  years. 

Refuse  Collection 

For  domestic  purposes  the  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained, 
but  the  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as 
may  be  desired  due  to  several  factors,  including  labour  shortage  reflecting 
the  tendencies  towards  decreasing  unemployment,  plus  the  increasing 
house  development  in  the  LIrban  District. 
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Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  Authority  and  a charge 
made  to  the  owners  of  the  properties. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

TOTAL  

44 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


3.  Outworkers 

Making' wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  5 


The  nil  returns  for  inspections  underlines  the  staffing  situation  with 
consequent  inability  to  carry  out  all  the  necessary  duties  satisfactory. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  made 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 170 

Housing  Acts  87 

Infectious  diseases 3 

Council  house  inspections 1,273 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  181 

Building  byelaws  ...  509 

Sewage  disposal  22 

Refuse  collection  14 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factory  Premises  ...  3 


MEAT  AND  FOODS: 

Slaughterhouses  46 

Food  premises 31 


HOUSING 

The  building  programme  which  is  at  present  in  the  initial  stages  will 
serve  to  illustrate  the  many  duties  and  responsibilities  of  local  authorities 
and  their  officers,  particularly  the  Council  houses  which  need  constant 
supervision  during  erection  and  attention  to  maintenance  and  repairs 
when  completed  and  occupied. 


During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

19 
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(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

12 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

19 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.59  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31.12.59  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31.12.59  : 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Number 

Numbei 

Houses 

Commenced 

Completed 

Goldfield  Estate  

18 

3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

6 

— 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Local  Authority  at 
31  P 59 

w-7  a . x w . v/  y . . . ...  ...  . . ♦ * . » ...  ... 


Nil 


Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 


130 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 

Fish  shops  ... 

Fried  fish  shops  

Meat  shops 

Greengrocers  

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery 
Bakers  and  confectioners  ... 


1 

1 

8 

6 

26 

4 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act: 

Ice  cream  premises  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Preserved  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  ...  94 

A satisfactory  number  of  visits  and  inspections  to  ensure  compliance 
with  Regulations  was  not  possible  due  to  other  commitments. 

4.  No  new  educational  activity  occurred  during  the  year. 

5.  All  condemned  food,  excluding  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses, 
is  buried  at  the  refuse  tip. 

6.  No  special  examination  of  stock  or  consignment  of  food. 

7.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1 947-52— no  ice  cream  is 
manufactured  in  the  area. 

8.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56 — a good  standard  of  hygiene  is 
maintained  in  the  food  shops. 


Meat  Inspection 


There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  at  one  is 
inspected  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspector  and  at  the  other 
by  private  practice  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1959: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

1,812 

598 

1,677 

2,706 

1,777 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

1,812 

598 

1,677 

2,706 

1,777 

Nil 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

2 

1 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

1174 

1 

6 

231 

25 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

64.90 

.17 

.36 

8.72 

1.40 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

45 

. 

_ 



Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

2.53 

— 

, 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  ... 

. 

. 

-- 

-- 

- . - 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

_ — - 

r_ 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

72 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  tinder  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

2 

1 — ■ 2 years  

— • 

i 

H 

t 

2—  3 „ 

— 

1 

8 

3—4  „ 



— 

14 

4—5  „ 

1 

. 

11 

5—10  „ 

6 

— . 

27 

10—15  „ 

1 

— 

3 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

. 

— 

45—65  „ 

— - 

— . 

— . 

65  years  and  over  

— 

— • 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  notified  

8 

2 

72 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1959 

12 

4 

2 

2 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

_ 

2 

1 

,4 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

7 

3 

- — * 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — ■ 1 years  ... 

- 

— 

- 

— - ■ 

, 

1—  5 „ 

— 

— 

— 

-■■■— 1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

5—10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

- - i 

10—15  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

■ — 

_ 

15—20  „ ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



20—25  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

25—35  „ ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— — 

45—55  „ ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



. 

55—65  „ ... 

— 

— 

*— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

r-  - 

65  and  upwards 

1 

"""  " 

1 

— 

— 

• 

Totals  

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

B.  A.  Richards,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.,  (from  2.3.59) 

K.  W.  M.  Harbord,  b.a.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.  (from  16.3.59) 

V.  K.  Kelly,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.p.h.,  (Part-time)  (to  28.2.59) 
M.  D.  Clarke,  m.b.,  b.s.,  (Part-time)  to  28.2.59) 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

M.  A.  Knox,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

M.  Randell,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.r.c.o.g. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer : 

Miss  A.  Featherstone,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  Queens  Nurse  (to  15.9.59) 
Miss  J.  C.  Maughan,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  Queens  Nurse  (from  5.10.59) 


Miss  G.  Austin 
Miss  C.  J.  B adcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Miss  M.  E.  Barrell 
Miss  L.  Brackley 


Health  Visitors : 

Mrs.  J.  Hanley 
Mrs.  M.  Howlett 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Miss  M.  Pritchard 
Miss  M.  Stirling 


Mrs.  M.  McMahon 
(Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Berrill 
(Part-time) 
Mrs.  M.  Hook 

(Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives : 


Mrs.  R.  Groves 
Miss  J.  L.  Powell 


Miss  J.  S.  Bishop 
Miss  J.  Carter 
Miss  M.  Chalker 


Miss  A.  Houston 
Miss  D.  Simms 

District  Nurse/Midwives : 

Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Miss  M.  Dring 
Miss  J.  S.  Evans 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 

Midwives  : 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson 
Miss  M.  I.  Snell 


Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  I.  Murrell 
Miss  M.  A.  O’ Dwyer 
Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 


Miss  1.  Saxby 


Miss  L.  Abrahams 


District  Nurses : 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn  (Part-time)  Mrs.  Howard  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Mayo  Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  P.  Tovey  (Part-time) 

Clinic  NurseS : 

Mrs.  L.  Pratt  Mrs.  N.  Kerry  Mrs.  P.  Bathe 


Chief  Clerk : 

Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  — SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  which  is 
necessarily  brief,  views  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and 
gives  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and 
development  of  the  health  services  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  has  a population  of  86,880,  an 
increase  of  3,250  over  the  previous  year,  and  an  area  of  51,403  acres. 


Staff 


The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  authorities  in 
the  Division,  three  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and 
five  part-time  Medical  Officers  engaged  on  a sessional  basis  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  consists  of  14  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses, 
3 of  whom  are  part-time,  17  District  Nurse/ Midwives,  of  whom  6 are 
also  Health  Visitors,  5 District  Nurses,  4 of  whom  work  part-time  only, 
2 Midwives  and  3 part-time  clinic  nurses. 

The  nursing  establishment  was  maintained  at  full  strength  in  all 
districts  except  the  Borough.  Here  the  problem,  set,  as  it  is,  in  a 
background  of  an  admitted  national  shortage  of  public  health  nurses,  is 
aggravated  by  the  need  not  only  to  meet  the  normal  staffing  changes 
common  to  all  areas  but  by  the  further  need  to  recruit  nurses  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  grov/th  of  the  town.  To  such  a problem  there  can 
be  no  easy  answer  but  by  the  employment  and  careful  use  of  part-time 
nurses  and  by  hard  work  the  nursing  commitments  were  largely  met. 
It  may  be  the  heaviest  burden  was  borne  by  the  midwives  in  the  Borough 
for  they  served  a community  with  a higher  domiciliary  confinement  rate 
as  well  as  a higher  total  birth  rate  than  the  national  average.  That  they 
met  their  obligations,  not  only  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  patients  but 
without  any  lowering  of  the  high  standard  of  care  and  attention  expected 
of  them,  is  greatly  to  their  credit. 

It  is  perhaps  not  inappropirate  here  to  comment  upon  the  improved 
relations  between  the  local  hospitals  and  the  public  health  nurses.  For 
two  years  the  health  visitors,  in  rota,  have  been  allowed  to  attend 
the  paediatric  out-patient  clinics  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital  from  which 
they  have  received  invaluable  training  and  renewed  their  association  with 
hospital  nursing.  Recently  the  privilege  has  been  extended  to  the 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  who  should  equally  benefit  from  the 
experience.  For  a slightly  shorter  period  a similar  bond  has  been  forged 
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with  the  geriatric  wards  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  the  Divisional 
Nursing  Officer  visits  weekly  to  discuss  with  the  Consultant  Geriatrician 
and  his  Almoner  the  many  problems  of  mutual  interest  and  concern 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  patients  while  in  hospital  and  on  return 
home.  Again  during  the  past  two  years  health  visitors  have  visited 
the  homes  of  children  prior  to  admission  to  the  E.N.T.  ward  of  the 
West  Herts  Hospital.  By  enquiring  into  the  vaccination  state  and 
ensuring  the  children  have  not  been  in  recent  contact  with  an  infectious 
disease  they  have  helped  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  infection  into 
the  hospital  and,  at  the  same  time,  allowed  the  fuller  use  of  hospital  beds. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  closer  link  with  the  local  hospitals  has 
been  of  great  benefit  to  the  nurses  and  has  added  to  the  interest  of  their 
work.  The  Consultants  have  been  kind  enough  to  suggest  that,  equally, 
the  link  has  not  been  without  benefit  to  the  hospitals. 

There  is  good  reason  to  hope  this  closer  association  of  hospital 
and  public  health  staff,  which  reflects  a common  purpose  and  is  of 
mutual  benefit,  will  prosper  and  endure. 

The  co-operation  between  the  family  doctor  and  the  public  health 
nurses  has  long  been  accepted  in  principle,  if  not  always  in  practice,  but 
here  again  there  was  growing  evidence  last  year  of  a greater  co-operation 
and  understanding.  The  midwives  and  home  nurses  have  always  had 
a working  partnership  with  the  family  doctors  and  judging  by  the  greater 
use  of  the  health  visitors  last  year  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing 
recognition  by  the  doctors  of  the  part  the  health  visitors  can  play  in 
helping  them  solve  some  of  the  many  social  problems  so  commonly  met 
in  medical  practice. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7.193 

20,249 

1,982 

17,572 

4,407 

51,403 

404,524 

* 

Population  

49,000 

13,550 

12,440 

6,440 

5,450 

86,880 

784,000 

* 

Live  Births  

1,103 

217 

182 

102 

91 

1,695 

13,850 

* 

Still-births  

13 

4 

3 

1 

1 

22 

258 

* 

Deaths  

313 

129 

129 

67 

67 

735 

7,503 

* 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  ... 

21 

4 

2 

1 

4 

32 

231 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1 ,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

22.5 

16.0 

14.6 

15.8 

16.7 

19.5 

17.7 

16.5 

Adjusted  

16.9 

16.0 

14.6 

15.8 

17.5 

* 

16.3 



Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

7.0 

9.5 

10.4 

10.4 

12.3 

8.5 

9.6 

11.6 

Adjusted  

11.2 

10.7 

10.6 

10.1 

10.2 

* 

10.4 

— 

Infective  and 
Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 
cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.04 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.02 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.06 

0.07 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

0.08 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

* 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

0.98 

0.96 

1.61 

0.62 

1.47 

1.07 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.20 

2.07 

2.01 

2.33 

2.02 

1.59 

1.75 

* 

Heart  and  Circu- 
latoryDiseases 

2.47 

3.47 

3.62 

4.50 

4.77 

3.08 

2.91 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

0.67 

1.33 

1.13 

1.55 

2.39 

1.01 

* 

* 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 


(continued) 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

i 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provincial  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

19.0 

18.4 

11.0 

9.8 

44.0 

18.9 

16.7 

22.0 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

13.6 

18.4 

5.5 

9.8 

33.0 

14.2 

12.3 

* 

* 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 
Mortality 

10.9 

13.8 

5.5 

9.8 

33.0 

11.8 

10.8 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

22.4 

31.7 

21.6 

19.4 

43.5 

21.5 

28.9 

* 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

11.6 

18.1  i 

16.2 

9.7 

10.9 

12.8 

18.3 

20.7 

M ATERNAL 

Mortality 

0.00 

0.00 

O.CO 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.35 

* 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1959  was  1,695  (889  males,  806  females),  a decrease  of  44  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  19.5  per  1,000  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  23.9  for  1958. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  57  or  3.4%  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  52  and  3%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  735  (378  males,  357  females),  an  increase  of  37  on  the 
total  for  1958. 
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The  Crude  Death  Rate  from  a 1!  causes  was  8.5  per  1 ,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  8.3  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : — 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  80%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1959  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  32, 
an  increase  of  8 over  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths  24  infants 
were  under  four  weeks  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  18.9  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  13.8  for  1958. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  19.5  as  compared  with  14.2  for  1958. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  Nil  as  compared  with  Nil  for  1958. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  ail  infants  under 
one  year  of  age:  — 
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Congenital  heart 

disease  

Other  Congenital 

4 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Malformations 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

i 

— 

— 

4 

Prematurity 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

1 

• — 

4 

— 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Atelectasis 

Haemorrhagic 

2 

1 

• 

- 

2 

— 



— 

— 

2 

disease  of  the 
newborn 

1 

_ 

_ 

-1 

1 

_ 

_ 

__ 

2 

Osteomyelitis  ... 
Pneumococcal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 



1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

~ 

! 

1 

TOTAL  

22 

• — 

1 

1 

24 

2 

4 

1 

1 

32 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

Once  again  the  section  on  Smallpox  can  be  devoted  to  a discussion 
on  vaccination  rather  than  on  the  disease  which,  in  this  area,  fortunately 
remains  conspicuous  only  by  its  absence.  Advocacy  in  matters  of  public 
health  is  not  always  straightforward  and  easy,  even  when  directed  to 
the  amelioration  of  an  existing  circumstance  and  to  its  prevention  in  the 
future. 

When,  however,  advocacy  has  to  be  directed  against  a disease  no 
longer  in  the  public  eye,  results  in  terms  of  public  understanding  and 
action  are  much  more  difficult  to  achieve  and  even  less  to  be  expected. 
The  achievement,  therefore,  last  year  of  a 69%  vaccination  state  amongst 
infants,  a figure  slightly  higher  than  for  1958  and  approximately  25% 
higher  than  the  national  average,  is  all  the  more  praiseworthy. 
Unpreparedness  against  the  unexpected  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of  many 
a disaster.  If  the  present  vaccination  level  can  be  maintained  smallpox, 
at  least,  is  one  disaster  the  community  will  be  spared. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  are 
given  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

758 

65 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

403 

29 

Re- Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re- vaccinated 

1,161 

94 

2—5 

5—15 

15  + 

Totals 

years 

years 

years 

31 

5 

859 

21 

21 

28 

502 

4 

21 

66 

91 

56 

47 

94 

1,452 

No  case  of  generalised  vaccinia  or  untoward  complication  of 
vaccination  was  reported,  nor,  indeed,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  anything 
more  than  a mild  local  reaction  experienced  by  those  vaccinated. 


Diphtheria 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  last  year  and  so,  as  in  the 
section  on  smallpox,  it  is  the  immunisation  state  of  the  community 
rather  than  the  disease  which  calls  for  review. 


94 


The  number  of  primary  inoculations  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  of  168,  despite  a lower  birth  rate.  The  increase  was 
entirely  among  infants  and  toddlers  in  the  1 — 2 years  age  group  and 
it  is  probable  that  many  of  the  children  in  the  latter  group  would  have 
completed  their  injections  in  infancy  had  not  the  programme  of  infant 
inoculations  been  lengthened  by  the  introduction  of  polio  vaccination. 
There  was,  also,  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  older  children 
receiving  booster  injections.  The  decline  in  the  immunisation  level  noted 
in  1958  was  more  than  corrected  last  year  and,  once  again,  as  the  figures 
given  below  clearly  show,  a favourable  picture  can  be  presented. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  or  given  secondary 
injections  are  given  below:  — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

702 

215 

64 

37 

1,018 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

410 

77 

40 

27 

1 

555 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

116 

820 

936 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

- — 

44 

104 

— 

148 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

1,112 

292 

264 

988 

1 

2,657 

Whooping  Cough 


A further  slight  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
was  noted  last  year  with  29  cases  notified  as  compared  with  34  in  1958 
and  156  in  1957.  To  ascertain  the  severity  of  the  attack  and  whether 
the  children  had  been  previously  immunised  a follow  up  of  the  cases  was 
made  by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  was  found  that  15  of  the  children  had 
been  immunised  previously  but  in  these  children  the  attack  was  mild  in 
every  instance  save  one,  which  was  classified  as  moderately  severe,  and 
in  at  least  6 instances  the  illness  was  without  the  characteristic  whoop. 
In  the  children  not  previously  immunised  the  attack  was  severe  in  2 
instances,  moderately  severe  in  4 and  mild  in  5.  In  the  remaining  3 
cases  a definite  history  of  previous  immunisation  could  not  be 
ascertained.  Whilst  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  to  draw  any  firm 
conclusion  from  a review  of  so  small  a number  of  cases,  nevertheless  it 
does  appear  likely  that  the  immunisation  campaign  is  having  some  effect. 
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It  is  probable  that  more  cases  of  whooping  cough  occurred  than 
were  actually  notified,  partly  due  perhaps  to  the  non-recognition  of  the 
illness  because  of  the  absence  of  the  characteristic  whoop  and  perhaps 
partly  due  to  the  mildness  of  the  illness  and  the  lack,  therefore,  of 
any  real  need  for  medical  attention.  The  non-recognition  of  the  illness, 
however,  does  carry  the  risk  of  infective  children  mixing  with  other 
children  and  spreading  the  disease.  It  is  known  that  if  the  overall 
immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  is  maintained  at  a high  level 
the  risk  of  infection  becomes  progressively  smaller.  It  would  seem  that 
the  practical  answer  to  this  problem  lies  not  in  improved  notification  but 
in  ensuring  that  the  great  majority  of  young  children  are  immunised. 

The  effect  of  the  change  in  the  clinic  injections  programme,  giving 
the  third  injection  for  whooping  cough,  as  a booster  injection,  at  the  end 
of  the  programme,  is  shown  in  the  statistics  for  last  year.  Because  of 
the  delay  in  giving  the  third  injection  the  number  of  children  completing 
their  immunisation  course  in  their  second  year  far  exceeded  those  com- 
pleting it  in  infancy.  This  change  of  the  normal  pattern  is  not  seen  in 
the  statistics  for  children  immunised  by  the  family  doctors  because  the 
majority  continued  to  use  the  combined  diphtheria/whooping  cough 
vaccine. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—  15 

years 

Totals 

Primary  Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

150 

535 

28 

3 

716 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

397 

74 

41 

33 

545 

Secondary  or  Re-Inforcino 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

1 

1 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

— 

22 

85 

107 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 

ary  immunisations  

547 

609 

92 

121 

1,369 

Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  recorded  last  year.  Three  suspected 
cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  investigation,  but  fortunately  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  any  instance.  To  what  extent  the 
vaccination  programme  was  responsible  for  the  absence  of  polio  in  the 
area  cannot  yet  be  established  but  it  would  seem  fair  to  give  it  some 
portion  of  the  credit.  It,  at  least,  encourages  us  in  our  efforts  to 
protect  more  and  more  of  the  population  from  polio  by  vaccination. 

Last  year  saw  considerable  progress  in  vaccination.  Ample  supplies 
of  vaccine  were  available  and  every  opportunity  was  taken  to  encourage 
people  to  take  advantage  of  the  many  facilities.  Besides  those  offered 
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by  the  family  doctors,  the  local  health  authority  made  vaccination 
available  at  all  the  infant  welfare  clinics,  arranged  131  special  sessions 
at  centres  throughout  the  division,  visited  30  factories  and  offices  in  the 
area  to  vaccinate  people  at  their  place  of  work  and  arranged  with  the 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital  the  vaccination  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the 
hospital  for  ante-natal  care. 

The  vaccination  drive  last  year  was  largely  concentrated  on  the 
15-26  years  age  group  and  advantage  was  taken  of  the  publicity 
attendant  on  the  untimely  death  from  polio  of  a well-known  and 
respected  footballer  to  organise  in  the  Borough  and  Berkhamsted  a Polio 
Registration  Week.  The  adolescent  was  assailed  from  every  angle  by 
poster  propaganda,  film  and  gramophone  record,  in  the  street,  at  work, 
in  the  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  sports  grounds  and1  urged  to  register  for 
vaccination  at  the  many  registration  booths  established  in  the  more 
prominent  public  places. 

Wherever  he  went  that  week  he  was,  to  use  a colloquial  expression, 
“ got  at  ”.  Special  evening  vaccination  sessions,  held  at  convenient 
centres  in  the  towns,  were  arranged  and  as  a result  of  the  campaign 
almost  900  new  recruits  were  vaccinated.  For  many  weeks  afterwards 
the  effects  of  the  campaign  were  still  noticeable  in  the  improved 
attendance  at  the  “ open  ” clinics  and  in  the  request  for  larger  quantities 
of  vaccine  from  the  family  doctor. 

In  total  last  year  nearly  13,000  people  received  two  injections  of  the 
vaccine  and  over  17,000  came  forward  for  their  third  injection.  Since 
the  scheme  began  in  1956  over  29,000  have  completed  the  course  of 
three  injections.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  known  that 
the  scheme  would  be  extended  to  include  all  under  the  age  of  40  years 
and  preparations  were  begun  to  deal  with  the  additional  numbers,  both 
in  and  out  of  working  hours.  The  story  of  polio  vaccination  is  by  no 
means  ended. 


Measles 

An  epidemic  of  measles  affected  every  district  in  the  division  during 
the  first  half  of  last  year.  The  illness,  following  the  usual  pattern  of 
recent  years,  was  mild  in  character  and  relatively  free  from  complica- 
tions. While  measles  may  be  only  a trivial  illness  nevertheless  an 
epidemic  does  cause  considerable  inconvenience.  It  is  an  illness  the  child 
population  could  well  do  without  and  it  is  a pity  that  no  specific 
preventive  measure  has  yet  been  found. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Fifty  nine  cases  were  notified  last  year  with  none  requiring  admission 
to  hospital. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  1959  (Corrected) 


District 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural  District 

of  Hemel 

Hempstead 

i 

Urban  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Totals  for 

Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

39 

2 

6 

1 

8 

56 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

10 

2 

5 

10 

2 

29 

Measles  

1483 

114 

337 

114 

72 

2120 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10 

Dysentery  

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

21 

4 

6 

3 

2 

37 

Non-Pulmonary ... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  785  home  confinements  last  year,  of  whom  781  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  The  number  of  midwives 
employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  division  was  19  of  whom  17 
served  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/Midwife.  In  695  of  the 
781  confinements  attended  by  the  County  Council  midwives,  the 
midwives  attended  in  the  capacity  of  midwife,  while  in  the  remainder 
they  attended  as  maternity  nurses.  Cas  and  air  analgesia  was 
administered  to  681  patients  and  384  patients  received  injections  of 
Pethidine. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  last  year  among  residents  in  the 
division  was  1,657  and  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  was 
47%.  Of  the  872  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  684 
were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead.  There  were  124 
confinements  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  the  mother  was  resident 
outside  the  division. 

When  the  details  of  the  domiciliary  confinements  are  further 
broken  down  it  is  found  that  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements 
to  the  total  number  of  confinements  in  the  Borough  was  51%  as 
compared  with  48%  in  1958  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  division  41% 
as  compared  with  39%  in  1958.  The  figures  compare  with  the  national 
average  of  36%  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  1958. 

In  the  annual  report  for  1958  comment  was  made  on  the  inadequacy 
of  the  number  of  hospital  maternity  beds  for  Borough  residents  and 
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the  lack  of  freedom  which  young  expectant  mothers  in  the  Borough  had 
to  opt  for  hospital  confinement  compared  with  the  country  as  a whole. 
The  fall  in  the  percentage  of  hospital  confinements  last  year,  both  in  the 
Borough  and  the  remainder  of  the  division,  further  emphasised  the 
inadequacy  and  it  is  a sad  fact  that  not  only  did  the  fourth  ward  at 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital  remain  out  of  use  last  year  but  seems  unlikely  to 
come  into  use  before  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

One  call  was  made  on  the  “ Flying  Squad  ” unit  based  on  the  King 
Street  Hospital,  Watford.  No  calls  were  made  on  the  units  based  at 
the  Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury,  the  Luton  Maternity 
Hospital  and  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

During  the  year  90  patients  made  416  attendances  at  the  three 
ante-natal  clinics  in  the  division,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

“ Churchill  ”, 

Hemel  Hempstead 

49 

35 

206 

4.2 

Berkhamsted  

23 

40 

154 

6.7 

Kings  Langley 

11 

15 

56 

5.1 

The  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  further  declined  last  year 
as  more  and  more  patients  elected  to  accept  ante-natal  care  from  the 
hospitals  and  family  doctors.  The  future  of  the  clinics  in  their  present 
form  must  be  very  doubtful  but  so  long  as  the  expectant  mother 
expresses  a preference  for  them  they  must  continue  to  serve  the  area. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1958  comment  was  made  on  the  growing 
co-operation  between  the  family  doctor  and  midwife,  a healthy  co-opera- 
tion, it  was  stated,  based  on  the  mutual  understanding  and  respect 
of  the  one  for  the  other.  If  the  figures  relating  to  the  domiciliary 
confinements  last  year  are  examined  the  need  for  the  co-operation  is 
clearly  shown.  It  is  the  practice  of  midwives  to  urge  all  patients  to 
book  a doctor  for  their  ante-natal  care  and  confinement  and  practically 
all  patients  accept  this  advice.  If,  however,  one  looks  at  the  domiciliary 
confinement  records  it  will  be  noted  that  in  only  1 1 % of  confinements 
was  a doctor  actually  present  though  presumably  he  was  available  if 
required.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  a midwife  must  still  concern  herself 
with  ante-natal  care  if  she  is  to  be  called  upon  to  undertake  about  90% 
of  the  confinements.  It  is  equally  obvious  that  ante-natal  care  must  be 
regarded  as  a joint  responsibility  between  doctor  and  nurse,  preferably 
to  be  undertaken  in  partnership  rather  than  separately.  The  need  for 
co-operation  and  understanding  as  between  doctor  and  nurse  becomes 
increasingly  more  important  as  our  ante-natal  clinics  decline  and  every 
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attempt  must  be  made  to  further  the  healthy  understanding  and  respect 
which  already  exists  between  them. 

The  relaxation  classes,  the  responsibility  for  which  is  shared  equally 
by  the  midwives  and  health  visitors,  continued  to  flourish  and  a further 
class  was  begun  last  year  at  Warners  End. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Whether  in  sport  or  in  the  more  serious  pursuits  of  life,  a good  start 
is  important.  Perhaps  for  this  reason  alone  infant  welfare  centres  have 
ever  been  a focal  point  of  public  health  effort  and  the  effort  has  always 
been  rewarded  with  a handsome  dividend.  Though  the  conduct  of  the 
clinics  may  have  changed  over  the  years,  the  effort  to  get  mothers  to 
bring  their  babies  to  clinic  has  never  been  relaxed  and  last  year  the  usual 
high  clinic  attendances  were  maintained. 

Clinic  attendance,  which  has  long  been  an  integral  part  of  village 
life,  appears  equally  to  have  become  part  of  the  community  life  in  the 
newer  areas  of  the  Borough.  As  the  population  of  the  Borough  has 
increased  new  welfare  centres  have  been  opened  and  additional  sessions 
provided  in  the  already  established  centres  to  keep  pace  with  the 
demands.  In  December  last  year  a new  welfare  centre  was  opened  at 
Leverstock  Green  and  additional  sessions  provided  at  the  Warner’s  End, 
Gadebridge  and  Bennetts  End  Centres. 

The  centre  at  Bennetts  End  merits  further  comment.  In  April  a 
new  Community  Centre  and  Sports  Pavilion  was  opened  in  which  was 
incorporated  a properly  planned  welfare  centre  including  a dental  suite. 
The  contrast  between  the  old  and  new  accommodation  was  startling  and 
the  effect  on  attendances  immediate  and  lasting.  As  a result  of  the 
increased  attendances  twice  weekly  sessions  were  begun  in  December  in 
place  of  the  previous  weekly  session.  This  change  was  brought  about 
not  by  an  increase  in  the  population  of  Bennetts  End,  for  the  house 
building  programme  there  is  largely  complete,  but  by  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  mothers  willing  to  attend  the  clinic.  The  rule  in  commerce 
that  the  customer  is  more  tempted  to  buy  when  the  goods  are  more 
attractively  displayed  applies  with  equal  force  to  welfare  work. 

WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  thirty-two  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin 
Tablets)  are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  seventeen  are 
situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  eleven  in  local  shops,  three  are  staffed 
by  the  W.V.S.  and  one  by  the  County  Council. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 

The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year: — - 


National  Dried  Milk 15,964 

Orange  Juice  63,944 

Cod  Liver  Oil 6,820 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  5,922 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Introduction 

There  are  fifty-five  schools  in  the  Division,  excluding  independent  or 
private  schools,  and  one  Special  School.  The  total  number  of  pupils 
on  the  school  registers  at  31.12.59  was  15,148. 

The  policy  of  visiting  schools  each  term  was  maintained,  apart  from 
very  few  exceptions  where  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  examined  was  too 
small  to  justify  a visit  every  term.  The  periodic  medical  examination 
of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e.  entrants  (5  years  + ),  juniors  (7  years -f), 
intermediate  (11  years + ) and  seniors  (14  years  +)  was  continued.  At 
each  school  medical  inspection,  re-examination  of  children  who  at 
previous  periodic  or  special  examinations  had  been  found  to  have 
defects  requiring  treatment  or  observation  was  made. 

Medical  Inspections 

(a)  Periodic  Inspections : 

Number  inspected — 


Age  Group  (Year)  Number 

1955  and  later  23 

1954  1,708 

1953  185 

1952  370 

1951  1,021 

1950  106 

1949  ...  ...  73 

1948  445 

1947  ...  ...  ...  1,089 

1946  117 

1945  885 

1944  and  earlier  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 


Total  . . . 6,269 


(b)  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  special  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Number  of  re-inspections  2,787 


Total...  2,889 


Defects  found  at  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  defects  noted  at  both 
periodic  and  special  inspections.  All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspections 
as  requiring  treatment  are  included,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was 
begun  before  the  date  of  inspection: — 
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Defect  or  Disease 

Number 

of  Defects 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin  •••  * • • •••  ••• 

179 

72 

2 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

384 

376 

12 

3 

(b)  Squint  ... 

51 

16 

2 

— • 

(c)  Other  

35 

6 

— 

— 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

9 

31 

2 

• — 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

17 

16 

1 

9 

(c)  Other  

10 

19 

— . 

1 

Nose  and  Throat  

105 

169 

3 

3 

Speech  

41 

59 

17 

3 

Lymphatic  Glands 

3 

33 

— 

— 

Heart 

8 

102 

— 

1 

Lungs  

39 

150 

9 

3 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

8 

38 

• — • 

— 

(b)  Other  

22 

62 

— - 

— 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

110 

42 

— 

2 

(b)  Feet  

224 

9'7 

1 

1 

(c)  Other  

55 

50 

3 

3 

Nervous  System : 

(a)  Epilepsy  

5 

6 

— 

1 

(b)  Other  

37 

78 

2 

5 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

8 

28 

1 

4 

(b)  Stability  

33 

64 

13 

11 

Abdomen 

3 

19 

- — 

— 

Other  

42 

79 

6 

3 

TOTALS 

1418 

1612 

74 

53 

Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics : Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Con- 
sultant Ophthalmologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 

Weekly  clinics  on  Friday  mornings  are  held  at  44  Churchhill  ”,  Park 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  and  during  the  year  there  were  43  sessions  at 
which  564  attendances  were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for 
1 35  children. 

Fortnightly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as 
the  waiting  list  requires)  are  held  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berk- 
hamsted, and  during  the  year  there  were  10  sessions  at  which  156 
attendances  were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  51  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics'.  Conducted  by  Miss  J.  Gilley,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  a.m.  and  p.m.  were  held, 
and  during  the  year  there  were  172  sessions  at  which  885  attendances 
were  made.  Thirty-two  children  were  discharged  as  cured  while  the 
treatment  of  16  other  children  was  discontinued. 
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Speech  Therapy  Clinics : Conducted  by  Mr.  Leonard  Willmore, 
Senior  County  Speech  Therapist,  and  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech  Therapist. 

Weekly  clinics  are  held  in  Hemel  Hempstead  at  “ Churchill  ”,  Park 
Road,  (Fridays  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall  (Tuesdays  a.m.  and  p.m.),  and 
Bennetts  End  Community  Hall,  (Fridays  a.m.  and  p.m.),  and 
in  Berkhamsted  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  (Fridays  a.m.).  One 
additional  session  at  both  Adeyfield  and  Bennetts  End  Clinics  was 
arranged  as  from  week  commencing  7th  December,  1959. 

During  the  year  182  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  876 
attendances.  101  were  still  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year — 60  under 
treatment  and  41  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics:  Children  requiring  child  guidance  treatment 
or  estimation  of  intelligence  quotient  are  referred  to  the  clinics  at  St. 
Albans  or  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics : With  the  recruitment  of  more  dental  officers,  both 
whole-time  and  part-time,  on  the  County  Council  staff,  it  was  possible 
to  provide  a much  more  compresensive  dental  service  in  the  division.  In 
April  a whole-time  dental  service  was  restarted  at  the  Churchill  clinic 
using  part-time  dental  officers  on  a sessional  basis.  A new  dental  clinic 
in  the  Bennetts  End  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  in  May  with  a whole- 
time  dental  officer  in  daily  attendance.  The  two  sessions  per  week  at  the 
clinic  in  Butt’s  Meadow,  Berkhamsted,  and  the  two  sessions  per  week  at 
the  Ashlyns  School  were  continued. 

The  divisional  dental  service  is  by  no  means  yet  complete,  but  it 
was  certainly  more  comprehensive  last  year  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the 
past. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic : Children  suffering  from  chest  com- 
plaints which  might  benefit  from  breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the 
clinic  from  the  primary  schools  after  medical  examination.  The  clinic, 
which  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday  mornings  during  school  term  periods  at 
“ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  is  conducted  by  Miss  N. 
Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical  Education  staff. 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

During  the  year  nine  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial 
responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Handicapped  Pupils 

For  the  year  ended  31.12.59  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were:  — 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes: 

Physically  handicapped  ...  2 Partially  deaf 2 

Delicate  2 Educationally  sub-normal  8 

Maladjusted  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total:  21 
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(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 

schools  or  in  boarding  homes: 

Physically  handicapped  ...  2 Delicate  3 

Partially  deaf 1 Educationally  sub-normal  7 

Maladjusted  10 

Total:  23 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.59: 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  16  Educationally  sub-normal  48 

Delicate  1 Maladjusted  .19 

Physically  handicapped  ...  5 Epileptic  ...  1 

Total:  90 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  5 

HOME  NURSING 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  District  Nurses  last  year  was 
22,725  and  as  usual  the  visits  were  in  the  main  concentrated  among  the 
elderly  and  the  chronic  sick. 

In  the  older  parts  of  the  Borough,  in  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and 
the  surrounding  villages,  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  long  been  widely 
known  and  widely  used.  The  District  Nurse,  however,  is  much  less  used 
in  the  newer  areas  of  the  Borough,  largely  because  of  the  younger  age 
level  of  the  population  but  perhaps  partly  because  of  a hidden  inadequacy 
of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  in  these  areas.  The  nurse,  in  her  dual 
capacity  of  District  Nurse/ Midwife,  has  heavy  midwifery  commitments 
and  family  doctors  and,  indeed,  patients  are  reluctant  to  add  to  her 
burden.  The  need,  if  it  is  there  at  all,  is  hidden  and  its  size  therefore 
difficult  to  estimate. 

To  test  the  validity  of  the  supposition  it  is  planned  to  increase  the 
number  of  district  nurses  in  these  areas  early  in  1960.  It  is  believed  the 
additional  nurses  will  not  for  long  be  under-employed. 

HOME  HELPS 

There  was,  again,  a further  small  expansion  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  last  year  when  the  weekly  average  of  home  help  hours  expended 
was  1,100  hours  at  against  1,000  hours  in  1958.  The  allocation  of  the 
hours  followed  the  usual  pattern  of  previous  years,  though  there  was 
an  increase  of  around  4%  in  the  number  of  hours  given  to  the  aged 
and  the  chronic  sick. 

Perhaps  the  chief  restriction  in  the  development  of  the  Service  was 
the  shortage  of  Home  Helps.  The  shortage  last  year  was  particularly 
acute  in  the  Berkhamsted  area  where  throughout  the  year  the  number 
of  Home  Helps  fell  short  of  requirements.  Domestic  service  has  long 
been  one  of  the  less  popular  occupations  and  it  is  easy  to  appreciate  how 
in  times  of  ample  part-time  work  for  women  the  Home  Help  Service 
becomes  under-staffed. 

It  must  be  said  that  the  shortage  of  staff  is  not  due  to  the  terms 
of  pay  and  conditions  of  service,  for  the  pay  is  reasonable  and  comparable 
with  other  industrial  rates  and  paid  holiday  and  sick  leave  is  allowed. 
If  our  commitments,  particularly  to  the  aged  and  the  chronic  sick,  are 
to  be  fully  met,  the  means  must  be  found  for  attracting  more  women  into 
the  Home  Help  Service. 
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